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For thousamds of years people lived im the forests and mouataims of what is ROW
Germany, but Germany as a country is 100 years youmgsr than the United Statss,

mot being formed uatil 1871 - mors thanm a century aad a half after out forefathers
left there for the mew world.

The city of Siegen is im the west central part of Germany om the Sieg Riv;r which
flows irto the Rhine at Cologas 50 miles west, Siegen is first mentioamsd ia docu-
meats im 1077 although it was in existsence long before this, Im 1303 Siegsn gaimed 2
msasurs of iadecsndeacs from the Houss of Nassau 40 whom taxes wers paid, possessiag
its owa city goveramen:t admimistratiom with mayor and aldermam and city court. Tax
liste in 1566 - 1583 show some of the sarlisst ancestry of the families who lefd

"150 years latar for Virginia.

Sisgea was rich im irom ore oftem neir the surface =0 it could be taksn from open-
work mines. Minimg became ths princivls industry. Im tha: museum at Siegen is a
primitive smelter datiag back to 500 3.C. which shows how loag these psoole had baen
miming, Their iroa products wers kaown 211 over Germazy - tnay exoorted cszmoas,
stoves asd cthsr =mall articles., Iadustrious, prosperous, democratic aad well-educat-
ed, the nsonle of Siegen wers the Nordic type - usually tail with blue eyas, fair hair
and skin and loag-hradad.

Ia 1713 , 12 men laft Siagen to coms to Virginia to set up a mining operation for Gov.
Spotswood. Thess men were lifeloag friends, many of them related. Six wers marriad aac
six wera unmarried. They ranged ir age from 21 to 52 years. The oldsr mez wWers leadirg
citizars- all werec businass azd propesrty owasrs and guild members. They brought with
them their old Fastor and his wife aad children., With the wives and childraa th2 grou:
coisisted of 42 prr=ois.They arrived iz Virgiaia ie the early Spriag of 171k and

settlsd at = place they namad Gsrmanaa.
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Joel Reuben Hitt ( 1874-1967) of Clinfon,

the 1714 German immigrants:

John Henry Weavert
fatherine Weaver (Mrs.Joseph)Cuntz
Mary Cuntz (Mrs. Joseph) Hitt
Lazarus Hitt
Reuben Hitt
Reuben Martin Hitt
Joel Reuben Hitt
A W W F XA KWK ¥
Joseph Cuntz?l
Mary Cuntz(Mrs. Joseph) Hitt
Lazarus Hitt
Reuben Hitt
Reuben Martin Hivt
Joel Reubin Hit?t
P I .8 5 53 _
Harman Otterback*
Flizabeth Otterback(irs. Peler) Hitt
Joseph Hit<
Lazzrus Hitt
Reuben Hit=
Martin Hitt
Joel Reubén Hitt
% ¥ 96 9% H KK KW KX
John Joseph Martint
Henry Martin
Agnes Martin(Mrs. Lazarus) Hitt
Reuben Hitt
Reubin Kartin Hit?t
Joel Reuben Hitt
W I W I NN
Peter Hittd
Joseph Hit?t
Lazarus Hitt
Reuben Hitt
Reuben Mertin Hitt
JoeljRegben Hit+e
I WA KN HRK
Peter Hittl
Joseph Hitt
Peter Hitt
Terkin Hitt
Nancy ( Mrs. Reuben ) Hitt
Reuben Martin Hitt
Joel Reuben HiTT

Miss. was descended from 5 of
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TERMANN A

B For and away the most ancient and most historical settlement in’
Orange County wss Germsnna in:the peninsula formed by the Rapidan.
Indeed there are few Pleces in Virginia, which is to sey in 211
mmerica, that surpass Germanna in historic interest during the col-
onial period: Jamestown, Willi smsburg, York a=nd a few otherss; yet
today Germsnna constitutes not much more than 2= nmme and 2 men-
ory, rich as it is in associgtions with the past". So wrote, in
1907, willizm Wallace Scott, who was gtate Law Librerian, = mem-
ber of the Virginia Historical Society, ~nd for ten yes-rs, State
Tibrarisn of Virginia. He had found in the librzry an old book,
long overlooked, entitled Acts of rssembly:Pagsed In The Colony
of Virginia From 1662 to 1715, printed at London in 1727.

One of the last »cts in this book is one to exempt certaln Ferman
Protestants from the psyment of levies for seven years, snd for
erecting the psrish of St. George, passed in 1714: " Whereas certezin
German’ Protestonts, to the number of forty-two versons or there-
sbouts, hzve been settled zbove the £~11ls of the River Rappshannock,
on the southern brznch of the sszid river, cazlled Rapidan, st ~ pl=nce
n-med Germannz, in the County of Essex, -nd hsve there begun to build
=nd make improvements for +heir cohzbitation, tc the grest =dven-
tage of this colony zrd the gsecurity of the froniiers in Those DarEs
from the intrusions of the Indisms, it is en-cted that they shall be
free from the payment of 211 public =znd county levies for seven
vears, as should be ony other Germsn Protest-nis who might settle’
there, always providing, however, thzt they did not leave Germanmna
=nd settle elsewhere'. ,

The next section crerted the psrish of Sst. George, extending for five
miles on esch side of the town, exempts it from all prrish levies from
the Parish of St. Mary, in Essex, ond from the cure of the minister
thereof, =nd "from all dependencies, offices, charges zné coniribu-
+ions" of the same, =nd of "zll levies, obentions, oblstions and. all
other:psrochiazl duties whatsoever" relzsting to the same.

Some interesting historical facts are disclosed here: thst Sermsnnlz
was in Essex County zt that time; that a2 special parish wrs est ab-
lished of which the eccleastical historians have taken no note what-
ever, the St. George p-rish of loter years being o wholly distinect ¢
cre,though embracing the original parish of that name; =nd, most of
2ll, that these strangers in a sirange laznd were placed there as a
buffer =gainst the Indlians, a cruel thing to have done.

These Termzn Protestants who came in 1714 were the "First Ssettlers™
of Oraznge, then 2 psrt of Essex, afterwards of Spotsylvenia, and
not called Orange urntil 20 yeors lster. Two more German colonies
came to Germaznng 2nd settled nearby, one in 1717 ~nd the other in
1719, but they were entirely distinct from the 1714 colonists. In
fact the 2nd colony left Germany bound for Pennsylvenia but 1l-nded
in Virginiaz instead. Both 2nd end 3rd colonies were Lutherans end
they took over the mining operations when the 1714 colony moved out

in 1719. l

The history of these Germans is very interesting and hss been writ-
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Germanna ——— Page II

ten ot large by several authors, the best =2nd most comprehensive
sccount of them being the "Kemper Geneslogy', which treagts the
earliest colony, that of 1714. Gen. James 1. Xemper, Gov. of Vir-
gini» soon =fter the war, was = descendant of one of these colonists.
Their descendants =re to be found all over the United States. I,

too, zm concerned with the 1714 colony, not beczuse they were "first"
but because my father, Joel Reuben Hitt (1874-1967) of Clinton, Miss.,
was descended from zt leagst five of the twelve Germasn men, "Heads

of Family", who came over in 1714,

Governor Alexznder Spotswood, who had obtzined z Royal Permit from
Englznd to bring over miners to develep iron znd possibly silver
mines in the vicinity of Germanna, wag unable to mzke much progress
with this enterprise. He got the Baron de Graffenreid (whom I ‘
would call a promoter) to help him, Graffenreid , from Switzerland,
was =lso interested because he thouzht there were large silver de-
posits on lznd he h-d pstented. He enduced these twelve men to lesve
their homes in the o0ld principality of Hsss=u-Siegen znd town of ku-
gsen. For centuries these people h=d been miners (I h-ve a picture of
the remsins of 2n old smelter built zbout 500 B.C* nésr their old
home znd snother of this same smeltor reconstructed). So this was
not a group who came to mmerica seeking freedom of relizion or re-
fuge of any sort. They did not lezve home rot. knowing where they
were going, znd whst they were going to do znd whet they would te
paid to do it. They cgme from one of the thriftiest ~nd most in-
telligent provinces of Germany; they were master mechanics »~ni—weze
De=asor meeheries ond were zn intelligent, progressive set of peo-
ple, well-educated by the stené-rds of that time. Compulsory school-
ing hzd been in effect since the middle of the sixteenth century.
They brought their pastor and school teacher with them. They left
Germany and salled to England where they were met by Graffenreid.-
After some delzy they left England and landed in americe in April,1714.

A note in the Essex County records (Deeds, Etc. 16, page 180) under
date of 17, Moy 1720 reads as follows: "The Honor=ble Alexznéer
Spotswood +.... did put under my commznd eleven lsboring men to work
in nines or quarries at or nesr Germanna =nd we begun %o work Msrch
1715/16 znd so continued til Dec, 1718". Signed by John Justice Al-
bright. Then follows: "What is subscribed zbove by the Hoffman is
true for I kept the accounts for him znd was one of the men", Sign-
ed by H. Jacob Holtzclare (one of the immigranis - the school tezch-
er. Another immigrant, John Henry Wegver, died wnile they were build-
ing the fort and his son was too young to work - the resson there-’were
only 11 men mentioned. This thirteen year 0old boy, Tilman Weasver, be-
came the head of the femily when his older brother died along with his
father. He wss helped by the other men ond received his fother's
share of the land at Germeanfaysy)

These twelve Germans who came to Virginig in 1714 have been named

over =nd over by different historisns throughout the yesrs, some
giving the names of the members of the families who ceme over with
them — making a group of "about" 42 persons. I prefer the list com-
piled by Dr. B.C.Holtzclaw, Professor of Philosophy =nd Des~n of the
Graduste School, University of Richmond and Genezlogist for the Me-
morial Foundstion of the Germanna Colonies in Va. These are the twelve
men aznd their families who left Germeny in 1713 and l-nded in
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Virginia before ppril 27, 1714:

I. Melchior Brumback, born 1685 from Mlsen. A young bachelor who
morried Pnilip Fishback's daughter Elizgbeth soon after coming
to Germeannea.- . .

*TI. Joseph Cuntz, born 1674, from Oberfishbach, in Siegen, his first
wife, Ann» Gertrude, son John, bora 1706, daughter mn Eliza-
beth, born 1708, daughter Catherine, born 1713. Josepn's first
wife died soon =fter coming to pmericz znd he married Czther-

_;;> ine Weaver, daughter of the immigrsnt John Henry Weaver. His
daughter Mary, by this morriage, m-rried Joseph Hitt, Joel R.
Hitt's great grest grandfather. ’

III. Philip Fishbasck,born 1661 from Trubach in Sie7gen; wife Elizo-
beth, son Jonn, born 1691, son Harmen, born 1696, dsuzghter
Mary Eliz-beth, born 1687 and dzughter llary Eliz-bdeth, born 1696.

IV.? Rev. Hen-ich Heemer, born 1644, wife pnn» Cotherine, »nd dsught-
ers Agnes, born 1657 ond amnna Cotherine, born 1702. )

v. Jonn Huffman,born 1692 from Eisern in Siegen. Unmarried.

*VI., TDeter Hit:, born 1681 from Rehbach im Seigen.- Unmarried.

VII. Tacob Holtzclsw; born 1683  from Oberfischbach, wife pna M-r-
o-ret Utuerosck, born 1686, dsughter of Hermon Utterback, ~nd
Their two sons: John, born 1709 end Henry, borm 171l.

vITI.John Kemper,born 1602 fenm lMuesen. Unmparried.

*IY. Joseon (Jost) Martin,born 1691 from Mresel. Unmarried. (Josenh
Hartin merried wary Cavherine Ttterb-ck, born 1698, ' dsughter of
the immigrsznt Harmsn Utterbrci; theirigrznddsughter, Agnes Mar-
tin, bec-me the wife of Lazarus Hitt »nd so the grest grand-
mother of Joel Reuben Hitt). ‘ ‘

e J~cob Rector, born 1674, from Trupbach, wife mna Elizabeth,
born 1685, daughter of Philip Fishbnck, end their son John,
born 1711l. - : ’ ’

¥I. John Spilmasn, boran 1679, from Oberfischbach. TUnmesrried. Marr-
* Ted later Mary Elizabeth, born 1666, daughter of Philip Fishback.

#YII. Harman Utterbsck, born 1664, from Trupbach, wife Elizabeth ‘
Hiembach, their sons John Philip,born 1692 znd Jonn, born 1702,
-nd their dsughters: Elizsbeth, born 1689 (msrried Peter Hitt,
the immigrs=nt, »nd was Joel Reuben Hitt's great-greast-grest
grendmother), Alice Cgtherine, born 1697, Mary Cestherine,born
1699 émarried I ter Joseph Hartin), =nd mns Catherine, born
1705 ( msrried Harma=n Fishback). '

%*YIITI.John Henry Wegzver, born 1667, from Eisern, wife Anna Msrg-ret
Hutiman, son John, born 1693, dzughter Catherine, porn 1657
(Catherine became the second wife of Joseph Cuntz and sc the
great -gre at-grest-grandmother of Joel Reuben Hitt), and his
sor Tilmesn, born 1701 who merried later Amn Eliz-beth, daughter
of Joseph Cuntz.

Reverend Haeger ( number IV above) joined the other twelve ~fter
they had built the fort. He was their psstor =znd already over 70
years of age. His health wss so bad that he had had to retire in
Germany, but this didn't keep him from coming to pmerics with his
1ittle flock. Although there were only twelve "heads of family" =nd
his nzme is not on the granite marker £t Germanna, there were
actuzlly thirteen including him; but I suppose because he weas not

/
% Grandfsther (forefsther) of Joel Reuben Hitt.
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Germgnna ~——=——= FPage IV

able to work he was never included. His two dsughters masrried two
of the bschelor immigrsnts: John Fishbsck and John Huffman.

During the summer of 1714 these courngeous men built Germpnna,
struggling to get shelter before the bitter cold set in. They

mist hsove worked on into the winter becsuse the record shows that
they started to work on the mines -nd furnasce 1715/16. 7Very little
of whot they had been promised was given them. They felled the trees
and built the stockade, = blockhouse, houses for themselves znd shel-
ter for their a2nimgsls. Governor Spotswood did give them 3 gun ~nd
ammunition for it. A good descrivtion of Germann: wszs given by John
Fontaine., He was interested in buying land ~nd took every opvortu-
nity to lesrn what he could zbout the country. He visited Germa-nng
in 1715 and several more times. He was a coreful observer a=nd Xevnt

a dalily record of whst he saw and did. He left Williamsburg on lov.
9, 1715 on horseback and on the 20th was =t “ermanns. The following’
is tzken from his journgl: "........ 2lst - our beds not being-easy,
»s soon ss it was dsy, we got-up. It rained herd, but notwithsts-nd-
ing, we walked sbout the town, which is pslisnded with stzkes stuck
in the ground, =nd laid ciose the one to the other, =nd the substznce-
to bezr out a2 musket shot. There are but nine families and they hove
nine houses, built in g line; and before every house, zbout twenty
feét distance from it, they hzve smzll sheds built for their hogs

2nd hens, so that the hogsties gndé houses make g strest. The Dlzce
that is paled in is z pvenitzgon, very regulzrly lzid out; =rd in

the very center there is z blockkouse, mede with five sides, which
snswer to the five sides of the grezt enclosure. This was invended
for a retreat for the people, in cgse they were not zble to defend
the palisadoes, if attacked by the indians.

"They mzke use of the blockhouse for devine service. They go to
prayers constantly once 2 day, and have two sermons on Sundsy. We
went to hezr them perform their service, which was done in their own
langusge, which we did not understs-nd; but they seemed to be very
devout, and s-ng the songs very well......'".

He also s=id thst Germennz lzy uunon the Rzppshannock River, 30
miles sbove the Falls and 30 miles from ~ny inhr-bitents. It wes
from Jerm-nn~ that John FPountain -~nd Fovernor Svotswood ernd cther
gentlemen~{TheiEnights ofsheololden Horseshoe) left in 1716 to
mpke their celebrated expedition across the Blue Ridge. Fontsine's
account of this trip gives =n excellent description of the "flora
znd fauns" a2nd m-kes delightful reading.

In 1732 Colonel William Byrd, visiting Colonel Spotswood ( at this
time he hzd retired =s Governor =nd hgzéd built z house negzr Germanna)
wrote of = row of "ruinous" houses thzt German fomilies hzd occupied
yesrs before, =nd s-id thst those families hzd moved "higher" to
1-nd of their own. These were the houses that the 1714 Germans had
left vacant in 1719. By 1732 they were falling a=part. Colonel Byrd
("The Black Swan") wrote " Progress to the Llines" describing in
great detzil this visit. He wes there from the middle of Sept. until
fwell into October" »nd gives a good description of the furns-ce, the
mines, the couhtryside =nd the amenities ~mong the socigzl "elite'.

/
In the five years the 1714 immigrants were »t Germ-nna, they clesred
1-nd, built Germanna Ford, rosds, built Spotswells furnsce, hauled
ore, mined it and teught others how to mine. TFeeling th-t they h~d
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Germanilag ———— Page V

fulfilled their contract with Svotswood, a2 deep desire to own their
own lsnd and perhaps thet they had not been treated f-irly by the
governor, they determined to buy lsnd of their own -nd move out, 80
they did. The brief time spent =t Germannas under the patronrge 0f
Governor Spotswood wes overshadowed by privstion snd hardship- many
of them hzd died- but it was rlso » period of greszt practicsl value
28 experience for the future. The last recorded act before le=ving
Germanns was recorded in 2 bill of complaint by Jacob Spilman forty
years after leaving Germznne in which he testified that "sometime
in the year 1718 certain Germans ( heads of twelve families) made
-n entry of a lorge tract of land know =g German Town, ~nd the s=id
Germans czme to an rgreement with each other, that they should be of
equzl expen§e and that the whole lands should be divided equally
amongst all the partners by lot...". Thus they made freely a firm
commitment to h-ng together lest they hang sevsrately - =~ unigue
bond of mutual assist-nce, for the common welfare of 211l. So the
little band of Germzns, full of coursge to face and overcome the hard-
ships =nd dszngers of zn untzmed wilderness a=nd sustgzined by an un-
wavering religious faith, left Germsmngz =nd moved 19 miles out to
Germantown where they still served zs »-n outpost of defense on the
frontier - s buffer between the colonies hugging the east coast 2nd
the "wild west?". From Germazntown they moved on out cutting the
ros2ds =néd treils lezding westwerd azcross the Alleghgnies, ond their
descendants went out in zl1 éGirections'over the United Stastes; and
in government, military =nd civil life, in business, religious ser-
vices, liter-ture aznd especinlly in educstion they hzve risen to
prominence gnd honor.

" Tt is doubiful whether »ny other single group of men the s-me size,
or ten times the size, in »ny prrt of the world hss ever produced
through two centuries an equazl number of grest men".

— e -

—~———- Josizh Shinn, noted historian.
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GERAMALTOWH

Tt is not knovm ex~ctly when the 1714 immigrsnts moved to “erman- -
town. In the testimony of Spillm-n vs Gent crse, some forty ye-rs
~fter lezving Germznnz (Fzuquier County Miscell-neous Records, Land
C-uses, 1759-1807, Page 5 FF) Jacob Spilman states that "Sometime in
the yesr of our lord 1718, Jacob Holtzclaw, John Hoffman, John Fish-
back, Peter Hitt, Harman Fishbasck, Tilman We-ver, your orstor's
grandfather, John Spilmsn, ~nd severzl other Germans ma~de an entry of
a lorge trzet of l-nd now lying situate in this County known by the
name of German Town...". I have already shown that the mgn quit
work for Governor Svotswood in Dec. of 1718. Since they were un-
hzopy st Germanna ~nd esgser to get to their new home in time to
"set up ~nd pitch g crop" it secms logical to assume that they moved
early in 1719 - possibly in Tec. of 1718. These Germens, being in e
str-nze—1lznd 7nd by Rsoture methodiesly—would heve weited until the
survey was completed. They were the first people to enter for 1laznd
in this vieinity, end Lord Fairfax wented to get seitlers on this
frontier, so the 1ls-nd office would have token steps to_expedite the
survey if necessary. Captain Hooper who-' surveyed the 1l-nd wass aDp-
ointed sheriff of Stafford County in sy, 1719 =nd held th-t office
for at least two yesrs, ~nd it is not likely thaot he would h~ve sur-
veyed Germsntown ~fter he bec-me sheriff. The p~tent papers were
not issued until sugust 22. 1724, the long delzy being cdue to the
closing of the L=nd Office from 1719 o 1722 becruse cf the desth of
his wife, L~dy Catherine Fairfsx. The esrliest d-te recorded for
+the settlement was 1721, crrved over the front door of the We-ver house
which was still stending in 1927 but since then f-llen.

Before our Germ-ns could tzke up l-nd, they h-d to be n-tur-lized.
The legalities were finalized in fpril =nd June, 1724 2nd -=re re-
corded in Svotsylvsnia Will Book "a", 1724. E-~ch man h=d to go be-
fore the court =nd under o~th give his n=me ~nd the n-mes of the
meTbers of his fsmily =nd st-te when they arrived in Virginia. On
page T4, "Peter Hitt ststed th-t he and his wife Elizabeth T(he h=d -
m-rried Elizzbeth Utterback by this time) came to Virginias in april,
1714 and certificsate was grented him to take up 1l-nd - 100 acres".
The result wes the grenting of 1805 azcres to the group. This msde -
ezch family receive sbout 150 ascres. A% lez-st four sold their exitrea
50 acres. The lang was divided into 20 lots =nd each mgzn received
11 lots, the remzider being the Glebe - a section owned by 211 of
them. On the “lebe was the church, p-storsge, school house =nd 1-~nd
for grazing csttle efc. Some of the sons dfsthe immigrants had
morried during the time they were ot Sermanna ~nd needed land of

-

their own, so they bought l-nd from some of the origingl twelve.

From Rev. John Kemper's (grandson of John Kemper, the immigrant)
memoirs, published in Kemper Genealogy, page 39, ~nd written when
Rev. Kemper wes_in his 70s: "..... =znd so they purchesed or perhaps
entered vacsnt 1land, each 200 acres, on a small stream called
Iiking Run, =nd cazlled the place Germantown; =nd so it is called

t0 this dayeecssecesesss Each man's lzand wes surveyed in an oblong
square, the run or creek p-ssing through the middle of each trzct..
.....the fomilies mnde the long trip (19 miles) to Germantown »-
foot, carrying provisions on their heads...they worked their first
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Gera~ntowl —=—T—— Pase 11

crops with hoes- the women taking pert in both tasks with the men...
my grendf ether invented the first shovel plow ... in a few yerrs
they had lrrge stocks of cattle...". Provisions are usurlly thou tht
of =8 food =nd of course the movers took other things beside vic-
tusls. Cervalnly they h-ad bedding, some household furniture, ‘ools,
corn ~né wneft for sowing, garden seeds, etc. If they had large
stocks of csttle a few years later, they probzbly hrd cows znd oxen,
carts or wegons, And pernsps a few horses when they moved to Germ=n-
town. At this time Rev. Haeger was nesrer 80 thzn 70, and I doubt v
thst he would hrve been gzble to walk 19 miles.

The families did not right away build on their own lots. They were’
on the frontier -~nd in constant dsnger from hostile Indi-ns. Tocey,
on: a hill overlooking ILiclking Run »nd the fertile fields bordering
it, sre the marks of a number of czbins thot stood together, with
perh aps a prlisnade surrounding them. Here the pioneers first lived,
going out in the day to work their-fields and returning st nizhwv.

Se time passed rnd they felt safer, the fomilies erected homes on
their ova f-rms.

They prospered -t Jermantown ~nd soon ~dded the cultivation of to-
beeco to their corn growing znd stock rasising. They built » ro=d
towsrd Palmouth over wnich they morketed their tobmcco. It beceme
known = the "German Roiling Ro=d". When Frstor Eeseger died in

1739 the inventory of his esteve listed over 50 itemc, pmong them

9 he~@ of cattle, 2 still, household furniture and bed linen, 2
clock, 2 silver cubs, 275 pounds of pewterwsre, knives, forks, pcts
-nd dishes, 2 bible =nd other books, 3 lots of lumber, 3 spinhing
cheels, snd eleven pounds, 14 shillings, -nd 4% pence in cesh. The
aDpT ALSOTS Were John Josevh Cprter, John Kemper, ~né Pever Hitt.

BV is certainly fair to infer thnt the others were at lesst =s well-
off ~t thot time. Rev. Haeger wes 93 years old when he died. Born
ot snthsusen, near Siezen, ca. 1644, he was principal of the l-tin
school »t that town when a young msn. Lgater he de ided to become

= minister -nd studied in the fine Germen Universities. -He wss p~S-
for of the church at Oberfischback #nd lsoter served seversl congrege-
fions in the district. His last weos S% Nicholai (St. Nicholes)
rharch where so meny Of the immizrants haé been christened ~nd n-~rried.
Fe wublished several buoks -~nd transl-ted from Latin others.

Our forefathers -yrote several times back VO Germeony asking for some-
ore to come help Rev. Heeger, but no one ever-cele. fter Rev. Lire-~
ger died, Joseph Eoltzclew, the schooltescher, re»d to them ~t ser-
vices in the church -nd they never did get =nother psstor. The 1-nd
the church erd cemetary were on wns finelly sold to » priv~te owner
~fter 7oseph Holtzclsw died in 1760. Peter Hitt ond his wife Eliz-
-beth were the only ones of the originslTcolonlsvs Jextl 11 Germsl-
fown »fter r(o0. The otners -4 either died or moved away. By the =
time of the American Revolution =11 the descend-nts h-d moved away
except for a Hiss Verver -nd her brother who lived on'in the We-ver
house, the original log house now bosrded with popler, until 1899.

The di-ries of seversl visiting mission-ries zive some general des-
criotion of Germsntowm: from the di-ry of Rev. Michnel Schl-tter
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germ~niown ——-——— Trte ITI

who visited -ermsntown in Yy, 1748 —-"on the 12th we continu-d our
journey towsrd the south-west, not without werriness -~nd danger

from wild ben~ste, 42 miles farther to iiew Germmntown. Here I preach-
ed on the 13th -nd spoke with the congreg-tion, promising then th-t,
by the groce of God, I would visit them sgrin 2t some other time -nd
rem-in with them longer ( 2 promise he wms not »ble to kesp). In

the asfternoon we commenced our return journey to Momnoc~cy (i.e. Fred-
erick, Maryl-nd)". The gzbove.is te=ken from the Journsl of the Presby-
terizn Historical Society, Dec., 1903, pp 147-8p Volumes 11 -nd 12
of the "Virginis Msgazine of History =nd Biography" print the diaries
of Brothers Leonhard Schnell znd Rebert Hussey in 1743: "Nov. 25rd.
It rained very hsord. The me-n mentioned before brought me a horse
early in the morning and went with us five miles further to ~» Read-
er in “erm~ntown on the Iicken Run..... A l-rge Reformed congregn-
tion lives there close together.... Mr. Holtzclaw received me kindly
vhen he heard that I was - minister. He related to me thst ir.
Rieger ( pastor =t Philndelphia ~nd ¢erm-ntovm, Pz.) h-d come twice

» yesr to presch for them ~nad to ~dminister the communion, but now

he h-d gone bock to fermsny ~nd they were entirely forsskeN.......

On Sund-y (24th) I pre=ched to them in their church ... I% is = very
ne-t little church, kepv in good order =néd clesn. The peopnle -rre
very sttentive ~nd erger to hear. I felt God's grace =nd wes cuite
2% home gmong them. 1In the gfternocn several men, together wish the
officers of the church c-me to see me. .. They s~id they hzd 2 p-r-
sonsge, together with 100 gzcres of i-nd end = g-rden, wnich z minis-
ter could vccupy at once, if they hs¢& one, nor would they sllow

him to suffer wsnt in other necessazries of life....... (March =znd
april, 1748) IX. Germ=ntown. It is_like a villege in (;ermany,

in which the houses are fazr spert. It is situsted along - little
creek, crlled Iicken Runn. They heve =S their Reader the old HKr.
Holtzclaw who receives snually from each family thirty pounds of
tobscco 2s salsrye.... (loter) ... On July 30th, they cr-me toward
evening, to the Liken Run, or Germ-ntovn, where they lodged with

-n old friend by the nsme of HolZzclsu. The little vill-ge is set-
tled with Reformed miners from Ksss-u-Siegen. They live very cuiet-
ly together ~nd =re nice people. On Sundey, July 31lst, Bro. Joseph
prezched in the forenoon in their church, snd Bro. Reuz in the =fter-
noon. afterwards several nice ~nd intelligent men visited Bro. Joseplh.
He then hsd =n opsortunity to spezk to then of the Savior".

Tr. Charles Herbert Huffmen wrote in 1962 ofter severzl trips to
Germantown zlong with Dr. Eoltzclaw znd others, "Phe situstion in-
trigues me very much. The 1-nd was loid out in the mznner sugges-
tive of feudal times. I hpve a feeling that the halflots on the
northesst end were intended for grazing, hey ~nd perfiagps for win-
tering some stock. The owners guite possibly intended to use these
lots »s a common pssture. The Tonz nerrow f-rms would seem very in-
convenient, but they follow the psttern of the Furope~n Germ~ny.
While in termany I often watched the whole blooming family, sometimes
with outside help, mgking hay or h-rvesting whest on two or three
acres, while on the Zj-cent strips other crews were doinz the s-me:
thing. Therefore I can imqgine the cermantown families pickinz up
every herd of wheat ~nd s-ving every blade of grass just ~s I s~W
the nstive “ermsns do. We were told of » spring where tradition has
it that the Germsntown women brought their clothes =nd did their

washing™,
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The site of Sermantown had ns-tural »~dveont-zes -~nd evidently had
been selected with csre -nd foresi-~ht. There is » consider-~bie
portion of bottom lsnd ~lon; the stre-m; the higher fields -re well
drained, but not much hilly. ZIicken Run is a goodsized stre-m

znd provided a good site for a grist mill, sewmill, =nd other op-
er-tions to be run by water power. At seversl pl=ces there -re
ledzes of stones thot zre full of irom, =nd this probsbly h-d 2
good de-1 to do with the settlers msking choice of this spot.

Isrge flat stones msrk the sites of the church, school house -nd
parsonsze. The 0ld cemetsry is there with the zr-ves marked with
sm-~11 rouzh stones - no inscrivtions. The Weaver f»-mily buri-l
ground is still to be seen near the remains of the o0ld VWenve# house
— zlso the Mzrtin faomily cemetary. Maortin's old mill dam is still
there and the old Germsn Rolling Rozd can still be seen, especilly
from the air. .

Germsntown, long since, has been z "deserted W illage". Its n-me
is not on the meps zny more. ¥idl-nd is ne-r where Germsnvown weS
and Beszleton, Opal =nd Calverton form a triangle enclosing iv.

But Germ-nnz =nd Germesntown both lure the feet of pilgrims who
honer couraze =and devotion znd chericsh 2 goodly heritsge.
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THE MEMORI AL FOUNDATIONN OF THE
GERITANN A COLONIZS, INC.

Dr. Chsorles Herbert Huffm-n wss the m-in orgénizer =nd first pres-
ident  of the Kemorial Found-tion of the Zerm=nna Colonies in Vir-
ginia, Inc. He died in 1970 ~t the -ge of 85 ye~rs. He wss not de-
scended frcm the Germ-nna Huffmans but beca-me interested throuch
his membership in the Reformed Church, now the Church of Christ.
The Germanns colony of 1714, a congregstion of German Reformed
Protest-nts, with Rev. John H-eger as their pastor, were the first
orgknized congregation of the Zermsn Reformed denomin-tion in Amer-
ica. Dr. HFuffm-n wss prominent smong those who erected in 1953 -
monument to these twelve pioneers. Severzl articles describing the’
event were written o-nd published. One of these articles, by ch-nce,
resched Germ-ny -nd the City of Siegen =nd casme to the sttention

of Mr. Albert Luck who h~d been commissioned to write the history
of iron ore mining and m-nufazcturinzg- the chief industry for centu-
ries of Siegen znd énvirens. The immigr-nts to colonisl Virginiff
by res-son of their superior training, industry »nd skills prior £
immizrztion h~d been deeply involved in this vost industry, ~nd
consequently had made enduring contributions to its development.

Mr, Tuck wrote Dr. Euffm-n =sking permission to quote excerps fron
the srticle aznd in the correspondence thst followed, ¥r. Luck told
him that the St. Nicolesi (St. Nicholzs) Church, wherein so msny of
the 1714 immigrsnts had been bavtised »nd m-~rried, h-d been destréy-
ed by american bombers ( zll exceot tThe grest tower) during the
World W-r II, but h~d been rebuilt »nd would be reconsecrated on
Dec. 16, 1954,

Tr. Buffman zlso lesrned that the church in Siegen h~d been in con-
t-ct with us before in 1927. This pigued his interest and ~fter much
reseazrch he dug up about 20 letters that h-~d been exch-nged between
Germzny, Washington and Virginia. He found a copy of the firs® lett-
er in the Virginig State Library:

“"Mlsen, PFreis Siegen
April 1927
His Excellency Coolidge,
President of the United Stotes of America
W-shington

Permit us to approach your Excellency with the fcllowing reguest:

Our protestant church commnity of Misen celebrates on June 26k

of this year the 30CthVaniversify of its existesnce, =nd we' »re pub-
lishing a pamplet for this occmsion. Since, 200 yerrs ~go, 12
miners from MfiSen emigroted to America, to the State of Virginia

-nd founded there the town of Germsnns which is in ruins today, we
like to retain also this incident in the book of our hometown. Since
we know from pmericsn sources that the first blsst furnace which
those settlers havé built in pmmerics is still standing in that pl-ce,
we would be extremely thankful to your Bxcellency, if you could ob-
_tain for us a photogrsph of that cultural monument.

We believe that we are doing = deed of cultur»l value by publishing

. - )V
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The Memoria=l Found-~tion ——e-- Pate II

this book =nd th-t we thus promote the 0ld -~nd friendly relations
between our country znd the United States.

The Evangelicazn Church Community of
Mbsen, in Westphalia

Signeé; Rev. Heider )
Signed: Mazjor (retired) Pritz Klein".

President Coolidze had turned this letter over to the State Depart-
ment who in:turn sent it to Governor Byrd in Virginia. Governor Byrd
had the State Conservstion and Development Commission tzke pictures
of Germannaz =nd Germantowvn znd sent them back to Washington along
with g historical description written by Dr. Hamilton James Ecken-
rode, Director of the Virginia Stafe Library.

Dr. Huffmzn published all of the letters in his "The First Decade"
pages 85-99. I will cozy parts of one more - the letter Rev. Heider
wrote expressing his thasnks:

"isen, Kreis Siecen in TWestohalia
July 15th 1927

Kziser Friedrich Ufer 83.

Being in possession of the photogrsphs of Germ~nna which you h~ve
‘'kindly sent us by order of the State Deprrtment in Washington, =s -
well »s the explaining text which you h~ve kindly transl-ted for us,
we want to express our wholehensrted -nd most sincere thanks in the
n-me of our hometown azs well as the entire district of Siezen......
sincere thsnks to His Excellency the President »nd His Excellency
the ‘tovernor of Virginis =s well =s the zbove menticned Dr. Eckenrode
and Horsley (took the pictures) eececescececssoaonese

Mitsen and the district of Siezen (Siegenerland) gre’looking back
for sbout 2700 yeszrs of z trocable industrizl pest; so, it is to us
of perticularly high value to see how our forefathers took this
knowledge with them to their new home a=nd built the first furmace in
imerica, of which we possess the ruins now in photograpnS..ceceess

Sincerely ~nd with the expression of deepest thsnks,

' Heider
Minister of the Evangélical
Community of Lif’'sen'.

The pictures =nd historical sketch sent to Rev. Heider =are in the
Museum =t Musen. A copy of the Germsn book is in-the Library of
Congress of the United Stetes, »nd » special cory, in th-t it wes

a presentation cojsy inscribed to the late Dr. Eckenrode by prstor
Heider, (Dr. Eckenrode presented this volume to the libr-ry in 1929),
is in the Virginia State Librsry. The book is entitled VON.KIND?LS~
BERG / UND MARTILSHARIT, edited by Heinrich Heider »nd published in
1927. I have been told that it is » be-utiful book.

A sm~ll group of men - descendr~nts ~nd other interestved persons- led
by Dr. Huffm-n decided thnt those brsve pioneers who h~d -~rrived
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The Memorizl Foundztion — Page III

in Virginig in
end be- accorded:

formed, chartered’ o v Cumoz .
acres of the origfimpdiGermani?n Tract snd hes n-med it Siegen Forest.
By suthority of tke . ¥irzinin State Highway Commission, Virginis
Route 3 from Culveper. to FPredricksburg hazs been desizn-ted Fermanna
Highway. This Eignwzy crosses the ares where the first colony was
settled.

~ ghould be recognized for what they were
£on A deserved. So the corporation w-s
4771686 end NOW owns free from encumbrance 270

.

The Germanna pexninsula, now near the northeastern end of Orznge
County, Virginis, is formed by a large loop, almost = horseshoe
bend, of the Repidsn, which is a strerm here azbout 50 or 60 y=rds

in width. It is reelly the mainstresm of the Rappshannock, evidence
of which apperred in the fact that it wes t-ken »s the southwest
boundary of the lforthern é?Ck’ Lord Frirfrx's extensive dom-in,

when the boundzries were Iixed in 1746. The peninsul» compbrises

~n areg of anprozimptely two saqu-re miles, sbout 1200 or 1300

—ores. It is surrounded by forests on the south’-nd west. The'pen-
insuls itself ig still heavily timbered with ozk, hickory, pine,
poplar ~nd other netive trees - most of which zre probsbly second or
third growin.

Soon =fiter acquiring the land, the Found-tion don-ted 100 »cres to
the St-te for » college. The college hss_ rlready been built, n-med
ermann Commnity College ~nd is presently operzting with Dr. Arnold
Wirtala as President.

The l-nd, Siegen Forest, will be maintained as 2 perk, with reunions
held every July.

M unsolicited comment by Dr. Esrl G. Swen, eminent bibl;ogrepher,

ond Librsriazn Emeritus of willi=m =nd Mary College, Willismsburg, Va.,
Sept. 15, 1962: "fhe Foundstion of the Germanna Colonies merits

the hizhest commendation. T do nocd recall =ny group of descenda-nts
of colonists of a special region thet hes orgsnized as you hrve %o
preserve the original home. Wh»t you have done is unigue in Amer-
iczn life ",
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ADDENDA

Virginia Historical Magazine. Vol. 7, pages 305-6:

The rostier of Ceptain William Edmonds' company of Virginias troops in
the French and Indian War . Captain Edmonds lived in Fauquier counvy,
and it is believed that most of the men in his company were from the
same county:'(among the 70 men listed) Herman Hitt, dJno. Hitt,Jni.,
Jno. Hitt, son of Joseph, John Hitt, Joseph Hitt. Sept. 25, 1761.

Endorsed: Thos. Harrison,
wm. Edmonds's Muster 1list,1761 County Lieutenant.

The sons of Germanna were soldiers. They had fought in a number of
wars ageinst Indians to make them wise in the ways of wilderness war-
fare. They fought in King George' WaT and in the French and Indien

Wzr. When the Revolution started trhey served as the true veterans of.

the fronitier ani frontier wars , as soldiers, noncommissioned offi-
ers and junior-grade officers of the militia. Many of them were the

riflemen in the famous Morgan's Rifles who made the march from the
¥alley of Virginia to Boston, 600 miles, and astonished everyone
with the speed with which they moved over that 600 miles. They
fought well, were wounded and died in the colonial cause. They were
2t Trenton and Saratoga and Brandywine. Early in the war Genera al Wash-
ington selected an all-German bodyguard that would steay with him
through the wer. His cavelry troop, which escorted him throughout
the war and to Mount Vernon at the close of the WaT  was made up of
German Cévalrymen.

King George leased jO OOO Hessian soldiers from Germany and sent
%ﬁe% %6 Agéélca %8 flght the colonists.When the Hessian goldier ar-
rived in America, he was surprised to find his fellow countrymen
living so free and prosperous. He could talk to them in his own

language; he was impressed with their kindness and good trgat-

page 20




ment if he were 2 prisoner or wounded and treated in a German home.

Twenty percent of the 30,000 deserted, and the others were so

up by their uncertainty that they lost their will to fight.

636 9 A K2 I I K KNI NN E RN N

It must be remembered that these German immigrants came to an
English spesking country speaking German. Various clerks spel 1led
their names various ways trying to spell what their ears heard.
Heite became Hite , Heit , Hyatt, Hitch and Hitt.

Kuntze was spelled Coons , Koontz , Kountz , Coontz and others.

Holzklaum. became Holtzclaw.
Hofmenn became Hufiman.
Kerten became M=riin.
Speilmenn beceame Spilmen.
Utterback - Otterback.
Weber became Weaver.

Kemper was spelled Camper
Fischbach became Fishbeack.
Richter became Rector.

Brombach became Brumback.

shaken
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Peter Hittl

Peter Hitt, the }714 immigrant to Virginia, was born at Rehbach near
Siegen, Germany in 1681, the son of Johann Jacob Heite and the grand-
son of Jacob Heite. On Jan.6, 1707, at St. Nicholas Church, Siegen,
Germany, Peter married Meria Lissbeth Freudenburg, born 1672, daughter
of Johann Henriech Freudenburg of Ferndorf. A son was born to them
late in the same year and then they disappear from the records there.

EKnittle, " Early 18th Century Palatinate Emigrations " and McWethy,

" The Book of names Especially Relating to the Early Palatines and
First Settlers in the Mohawk Valley" show that Peter Heite (Hitt),
aged 28, with his wife Mary Elizabeth, and a son 1% years old, emi-
grated from Germany in 1709 to the colony of New York. Peter and Eliz-
abeth had another child born in 1709. Peter's wife and two children
died in New York, and in 1711 he volunteered for an expedition against
Canada. After this he went back to Germany and returned with the 1714
immigrants. '

It is possible that Peter Hitt was influencial in geitiing the group
to come to America from Germeny. He was closely related to some of
the families (Kempers, EHoltzclaws, Pishbacks and Rectors ) . At any
rate he did come back with them znd soon after arriving merried Eliz-
abeth Otterback, daughter of Harmen Otvterback the 1714 immigresnt who
died soon after arrivirg. Their two oldest scns , John and Josesh,
wgrg born =% Germsnna, Peter's wife Elizzteth Otierback wes born in
1689.

Peter and Elizebeth and their two smell sons moved from Germanna

to Germantown with the other original immigrants and their families.
There they had three more sons and a daughter. Peter prospered at
German town. In 1731 he and other members of the Germantown colony
obtained a grant for 50,000 acres of land in the Shenandozh valley,
but Peter never left Germantown. His name appears on legal papers

year after year. When he died in 1772 he was the last of the 12

men who had settled Germenna in 1714 living in Germantown, the others
having died or moved away. The fact that Peter was deeply loved and
respected by his .children is shown by the fact that each of his five
sons had a scn named Peter Hitt. His daughter nzamed a son Peter but

of course hig last name was Rector. When Petert died in 1772 he had

a son, Peter®, and 4 grandsons named Peter Hitt , making 6 Peter -
Hitts living in Fﬁuquier County &t one time. The nex?d year Peter Eitt?
son of Peter Hitt“ was born. Greatv fun for researchers!

Eligabeth was still living when Petert died. Both of them are buried
at Germantown.
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Will of Peter Hittl ( Joel Reuben Hitt's G-G-G Grandfather)

Warrington, County of Fauquier: Wills

Will Book I, page 200. Will of Peter Hitt, March 23, 1772.
Probated July 27, 1772, mentions wife Elizabeth. All estate to. her
during her life. Sons Harmon and Joseprh qualified as Executors.
Son John to have two negroes, Judy aznd her son John; to son Joseph,
a negro man called Tom; to son Earman 01d Tom and Eannzh, two ne-
groes; to son Peter a negro boy Ben. To daughter 100 acres of lang,
Plantation where I now live, and one negro boy. To son Henry Hitt
100 pounds cash which is all he is to have of my estate. After wife's
descease it (the estate) is to be sold to the highest bidder and
proceeds equally divided among all children hereafter named: John,
Joseph, Harmen, Peter, Mary.

Ex. two sons Harman and Joseph.

Witnesses: Herman Rector, Joseph Taylor, Peter P. Hitt
John Morgan.

Inventory dated Sept. 23, 1772, filed Nov.23, 1772 by Berryman,
Zacharias Lewis and Tilmen Weaver.
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Fazuquier County Deed Book 5, pag 335. Mey 24, 1773, Jacob Rector
and Mary his wife (sell) to Jeremizh Darnell 100 acres on which Peter
Hitt, decd., lived, one of the lots of land at% Germantown:

Beginning at = white oak,

thence N 50 E 378 poles to a red ozk corner,
thence S 40 E 40 poles to another red oak corner,
thence S 50 W 378 poles to a white oak cormner,
thence N 40 W 40 poles to the beginning.
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Same, page 415. Aug 24, 1773, Jeremiah Darnall and Catherine his
wife (sell) to Tilman Weaver 100 acres orn which Peter Hitt, decd.,
lived, being one of the lotvs in Germantown, with exacily the same
metes a2nd bounds as the preceding deed.

NI K Fe N WX R KRH

This was the last of the Hitts in Germantown.
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Herman Utterbach ¢ o (& ’bsz@““;‘“ ; A I

Harman Utterbach, born ca 1664, son of Johannes and Anna (Stuell )Otterbach,
was a "Puhrmann" ( carrier or carter), who transported goods and traded in A
them. They were the important middle-men for the transport and export of
the iron products of Nassau-Siegen. His full name,iJdohanne Hermann, and his
trade, are given in the record of his son's christening in 1692. Hermann
Otterbach, son of Johannes Otterbach of Trupbach, married at Siegen Aug.ll,
1685 ElizabethHeimbach (born 1662), daughter of Philipp Heimbach, decd., o=
of Seelbach, ard his wife, Meria Catherina Fischbach. Harman Otterbach and
his wife and children immigrated to Va. in 1714 , but during the five years
of hardships and privations at Germanna, Harman, his wife and their 2 sons
died, leaving only his 4 daughters. One daughter was married before they
left Germany, and the others married 3 of the 1714 immigrants. All the
Otterbachs in Va. descended from two of Harmgn% nephews who came over in
the 1734 group.

Children of EHarman and Anna Otterbach

I. Mergreth (Anna Margareth) Otterbach, chr. the 9th Sunday after Trin-
ity, 1686. Married in 1708 Hans Jacob Holtzclaw, bora 1683. Hans
Jacob Holtzclaw was a school teacher, and taught the children znd -

-after their Pastor, Rev. Haegar, died, held services at the church.
Anna Mergaret died soon after they moved to Germantown and is buried

2% in the church cemetery 2long with other members of her fzmily.

IT. Ellsteth Otterbach, crh. the 2nd Sundzy after Pentecost, 1689,
Elizabeth mzrried Peter Hitt, the immigrant. '

III. Johann Philipp Ottervach, born Mar.22, 1692 a2nd crr. Easter Sunday,
1692. Died at Germannzg in Va.

IV. Johannes Oterbach, born May 6, 1693 and chr. on Jubilate Sundey,

. died at Germanna in Va. '

V. Johann Jacob Qtterbach, born Nov. 23, 1695 and chr. the lst.Sunday
after Advent, died Jan. 30, 1686.

VI. Elizabeth Catrina Otterbach, born Xmzxx&z April 19, 1697. Married
ca. 1715 John Kemper, the immigrant. Died ca 1745 at German FTown and
is buried there. ) _

VII. Meria Cathrina Otterbach, born Nov. 5, 169Y. Godmother , Catherina,
wife of Philipp Heite (Hitt). Married John Joseph Martin, the 1714
immigrant. Died at Germantown and is buried there.

VIII. Anna Catharina Otterbach, born Jan.2, 1705, married in Va. Harman
Fishback, the 1714 immigrant who came over with his father Philip
Fishback =2nd the rest of his family.
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:

Yy
I. Joh <§itt2 , the eldest son of Peter and Elizabeth Hitt, was bornﬁg;&zk
nggﬁfﬁﬁxgoﬁ ga. in 1715.Died in 1782. John was married lst to Sarah
T ol an aa:s
1. John HittB, born before 1742 because he was in the militia
2long with his father in 1761. His wife was nzamed Sarzh._He
left 7 children when he died. I have descenddnts of John3.
2.Flias Hitt, who held 25 acres of his fathem®land through 1787
but disappearg from the tithables after 1783.
3. Charles Hitt”? born about 1750

John Hitt married 2nd. about 1755 Mary _ ? , born 1736— died after
1802, and their children were; :
3.Peter Hitt) born ca 1756 died 1802. m. HAwwah Tames
5. Susannah Hig -, married Arthur Gladstone
6. Martin Hit}4’, married Molly James
7. Azron Hitt?, married Catherine Holtzclaw.
G yMAvNA , i §55eX COw VA .

12, Joseph Hitt2, born in 1717, the 2nd. son of Peter and Elizabeth Otter-
back, Joseph married Mery Cuntze, daughter of Joseph Cuntz, the 1714
immigrant. This Joseph"was the great grandfather of Joel Reuben Hit%
of Clin?pn, }ﬁss. Joseph's biography and list of children are given
later. ©x3e - v ) ,

: G SEELMTR 1O &

ljﬁ.Eenry Eitt<, born in 1719 , merried Alice Holtzclaw 3rd daughter of
Jecob Eolizclaw, the 1714 immigrang. Henry Hit{ mcved to Soutn Car-
olina the same time his brother Joseph did but settled in Edgefield
Co. where he died before 1790. Henry and Alice had the following chil-
dren:

4o Eunl 1. John Hitt’m Frances Banks 1782 and went with his father to
S.C., sett%ing in Edgefield Co.
p. Peter HittBb 1763 to S.C. with his father.
3. James Hitt,Bwent to Tenn.
4. Sarah Hitt 3
5. Aiisey Hitt 3
6. Susan Hit%
7. Anna Hitt

A1l the Eitts in Edéefield Co. moved away soon zfter seiiling there.
When Joel Reuben Hitt checked there in the early 1930s not a gingle Hitt
by neme lived in that County.

|¢¥. Harman Hittz, born in 1721 in Fauquier Co. Va. and died there in 1820,
aged 99 years. His wife was Mary Weaver, grand daughter of Jacob Wezaver
and of Joseph Cuntz, both 1714 immigrants. Harmon and Mary had 12 chil-
dren:

1. John Hitt? born 1746, married Sarah Day Pace and moved to
S.C. ,Edgefield Co., where he died .

2. Elizabeth gittD, born 1748. karried Jacob Rector.

3. Moses Hitt 3 born 1751. Died young.

4., Joseph Hitg , born 1753. Died young. _

5. Peter Hitt”?, born 1755. Went to Edgefield Co. with his bro-
ther John and his uncle Henry where he died before 1790,
leaving hig widow, Charlotte.

6..Jesse Hitt?, born 1757, married Ann Rector.

7. Mary Ann Hitt’, born 1759, married Charles W. Aiyers.

8. Sarsh HittJ, born 1761, married James Morrison.

9. Martin Hitt), born 1763. Died in Ohio in 1832.

Married and left 1 son, John Wesley Hitt.
Martin Hitt was a noted Methodist nister,
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10. Benjamin Hi§t3, born 1766,merried Jane Smith.

11, Daniel Hitt”?, born 1786, died unmarried in Fauguier Co.-
in 1825. Rev. Daniel Hitt was also a rather A7Z¥ALALAREA
distinzuished Methodist minister, and is said to have
travelled thousands of miles as Bishop Ashbury's Companion.-
He also wrote and published hymns. In Samel Hopkins Adams'
novel, The Gorzeous Hussy, p 130, he says, "She (Peggy)
memorized morntul hymns from the collection of Messrs.
Hitt & Ware, who, though '""of the Methodist Connexion, ™
put forth their book " designed as a constant companion
for the Pious of all Denominations." Frequently she was
heard by her perturbed parents picking out on the harp-
ischord that minor melody which begins, " Happy soul, thy
days are endeéd," or humming, as she went zbout her work:

"pAh! lovely appearance of death
What sight upon earth is so fair?
Not all the gay pageants that breathe
Can with a dead body compare.”
12. Samuel Hitt, born 1770, married Ann Smith.

V. Mary Hittz, born 1723 , married Joseph Rector.
VI. Peter Hiti2, born in Feuguier Co. in 1726 married
He died in Fzcuier Co._in 1810. Peter and Saran hzd 9 children:
1. Nimrod Hiti”?, born ca.l760. Revolutionary soldier,
" married ,.znd died in Culpeper Co. in 1825. -
o, Joel Hitt”?, born ca 1762. Married Elizabeth~6H5:? znd moved
to Henry Co. Ky. where he died prior to 1810, leaving 6
children.
3. Dinah Hitt3, born 1764, died 1842. Married Tillmen Kem-
per.
4. Miriem Hitt3, born 1766, #imixx%®6 married Archibald
Holtzclaw. ¢ )
5. Reuben Hitt>, born ca 1770. Married Famny™ ¢  and contin-
" ued to livg in Faugquier Co. )
6. Peter Hitt”, born ’"dll?%é. Married Tucy Rosser and died
1806, leavirg 5 cnildren.
7. Elizabeth Hitt> , merried John Armoléd.
8. Nzncy Hitt”, married John Miller Dec. 16, 1789.
9. Mary Hitt>, merried Joseph Barmett Jan. 12, 1789.

- ®
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I. Peter Hittl(1681-1772), the immigrant with wife Elizabeth.

II. Peter Hitt2(1726-1810), wife Sarah James.(Son of Peterl)

III.Peter Hitt3(1756-1802) (JOhn2, Peterl) wife Hannah James.

IV. Peter Hitt? (1740-187? ) (Joseph?2,Peterl)wife Mary Hitﬁ.To S.C. after war
V. Peter Hitt7(1763-18 ) ( Henry2, Peterl).Moved to Tenu. after 1784.
VI. Peter Hitt? (1755-17872) (Harman2, Peter?l) Moved to S.C. Wife Charlotte.
VII.Peter Hitt> (1773-1806) (Peter?, Peterl) wife Lucy Rosser.
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Joseph HittZ*M;he second son of Peter Hittl and his wife Elizabeth Otterback

s MrA . . . . Py

was born gTFEERSGEen 80., Virginia in 1717. Joseph Hitt and his oldest son,
"John Hitt son ‘df Joseph" are ghown in Capt. William Edmonds Company of
Fauquier Co. militia in 1761.(Virginia Magezine of History and Biography, Vo:
7!p.505-6). His son John had to be at least 18 years old at that time. Josept
Hitt< married Mary Cuntz, daughter of Joseph Cuntz, the 1714 immigrant. She

was one of the younger children when Joseph Cuntz wrote his will in 1730:

Stafford Co. Will Book 1729-48, pp 22-3. Will of Joseph Cowniz,

dated Oct. 18, 1730 and probated Feb.10,1731, leaves to son Henry

"my plantation" and if he die without issue, it is to go to daughter
Mary Cownts (Henry was under 16); to son Tilman Cownts 100 acres
bought of William Russell; %e-sen-Bilman-Gewhrs to daughters Ann Eliz.,
Anna Catherine, and Mary 40 acees on Licking Run joining Jacob Holtz-
claw; Tilman Weaver is appointed executor, and is to have "my ser-
vant Jeremiah" and the 4 youngest children until they come to mat-
uritys; test, Jacob Holtzclaw, John Kemper, Joseph Martin, Peter Hitt.
Henry and Tilman Cuntz died without issue and Fauquier Co. Deed Book
1, p.323, May 27,1763 shows Josevh Hitt and Mary his wife, Harmon
Kemper and Katherine his wife, and Ann Elizabeth Weaver (widow) sold
land which they inherited as sisters and co-heirs of Tilman Cuntz,decd.
This deed shows that the descendznis of Joseph Cunts are to be found
only through theze 3 daughiters znd their husbands.

The Faugquier Co. records show Joseph 2 and Mery buying and selling landg,
paying land taxes , renv znd personal texes. Fzuguier Deed Book 4,p405,
Nov.l,1771, Lord Fairfax deeds to Joseph Hitt, Mzry his wife , and Elisha
their son 158 acres in the Manor of Leeds. He paid land taxes in 1783.
The personal tax list of 1783 shows that he paid taxes for personal pro-
perty but no tifhable, showing that he had eizher—=sied—ex moved away.

The U.S. Census of 1790 shows Joseph Hitt and Mary, his wife and their

son Elisha living in Laurens Co., South Carolina. Nearby lived his 2 sons
Lazarus and Peter and their families. There is no record of Joseph's

having bought land in Laurens Co. He must have“d® land that his sons bought.
Josephand Mary were getting old and probably had come along with their sons
just to be near them. No further reccrd of the youngest son, Elisha, can be
found tc this time. Joseph and iary died after 1790, at which time Joseph
was T3 yezrs old. Family tradition tells that Joseph called M=xry " Poly",
and Mary zlways made Joseph make the coffee, saying in her thick Germzn
accent, " Choe, you mzke de cofifee so gootl"
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Joseph (Jost) Cuntz , the 1714 immigrant, was christened March 22, 1672

in the church at Oberfischback and married in the same church Feb.7,

1704, Anna Gertrud, daughter of Martin Reinschmidt of Lower Wilden.

Joseph was the son of Johannes Kuntz and his wife Elsa Schuster . All

four sons of Johannes Kuntz were members of the Steelsmiths and Tool- <
makers Guild of Ferndorf, Freudenberg, and the Four Villages. Joseph's o
wife, Gertrude, died soon after they came to Virginia, and in 1724 he
married Catherine, daughter of John Henry Weayer ( 1714 immigrant) and

his wife, Anna Margaret Huttman. Joseph died 1731 =t Germantcwn,and he

and his wife and three of his children are buried there. '

stafford County Will Book 1729-48,pp. 22-3. Will dfodoseph Cowntz,'dated
Oct. 18, 1730 and probated Fev.lO, 1931, leaves to son Henry "my plan-
tation", and if he die without issue, it is to go to my daughter Mary
Cownts; to son Tilman Cowntz 100 acres bought of William Russell; daugh-
ter Ann Elizabeth (wife of) Tilman Weaver; daughter Anna Catherine;
daughter Mary; daughter Catherine 40 acres on Licking Run joining Jacob
Holtzclaw; Tilman WeaveI is appointed executor, and is to have "my ser-
vant Jeremiah" and the 4 youngest children until they come to maturity;
test,Jacob Holtzclew, John Kemper, Joseph Martin, Peter Hits.

Fauquier Co. Deed Book 1,p.323. May 27, 1762, Joseph Hitt and Mery his
wife, Harman Kemper and Katherine his wife, and Ann Elizabeth Weaver (Til-
man Weaver was dead at this time) sell 100 zcres which they inrterited from
miiman Cowns, decd. This deed shows thzt the descendanss of Jdeseph Cunvz &r
to be found cnly through these 3 dzughters, since the other children hzd
died without issue.

(@}

W
o= . . LAY - pos .
Children of Josepn Cuntz and his wife Anna Gertrud Reinschmidt

I. John (Johannes ) chr. Apr.18, 1706 at Niederndorf. Died unmarried before

1730.
»I.Anna Elizabeth, chr. Dec. 23,1708 at N'dorf. Married Tillman Weaver.

III. Elizabeth, Chr.Sept.8,1711 , died Sept. 12, 1711.

IV. Christian,born Aug. 30, 1712, died Oct.4, 1712.

V. Catherine, born 1713-14 either in England or on the way over to Va.
Married Harman Kemper.

2. e s
Children of Joseph Cuntz and his "nid Wife , Catherine Weaver

vI. Henry, minor in 1730, died without issue.
yII. Tillman, Hinor in 1750, lived for severel years after coming oI age
but died without issue. 5
# vIII. Mery, minor in 1730. Merried Joseph Hitt?
IX¥. Anna Catherine , died young.
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John Henry Weaver <
John Henry Weaver ( Johann Henrich Weber ) born 1667 and chr. at Eiserfield
Exaudi Sunday, 1667, a posthumous child. The Roedgen church books show that
Johann Henrich Weber, son of Johannes Weber, decd., of Eiserfield, married
Nov. 19, 1691 Anna Margarethe, daughter of Johann Huttmann and his wife Anns.
" John Henry and Ann Weaver left Eisern in 1913 and immigrated to America with
theiriesesx sons John and Tillman, and their daughter Catherine. John Henry )
died soon after they arrived in Va. because when the 1714 colony began work
on the iron foundry at Germanna in 1716, his name was not encluded in the
1ist. The Roedgen church books show the following children.

children of John Henry Weaver and Anna Margarethe Buttman

I. Johennes Weber, born at Eisern and chr. in 1693, Came to America with his
parents and died at the same time his father did.
II. Johann Henrich Weber, born 1696, and chr. the 7th Sunday after Trinity
and died at Eisern in 1697 and was buried Jan. 6.

TII. Cathrin Weber, born 1697 and chr. Dec 29, 1697. She came to America
with her parents and became the second wife of Joseph Cuntz, the 1714
immigrant, dying prior to 1730, when Joseprh madée his will.

IV. Tillman Weber, born 1701 at Eisern and chr. Jan.9, 1701,became the

head of the family when his father and older brother died. The other
11 men represented him until he became of age. He married Ann Eliza-
beth Cuntz, daughter of Joseph Cuntz, the immigrant , about 1725 and
hed 9 childrer. He died in 1760 znd is buried slong with hig wife and
other members of the feamily in the family burisl ground on the origi-
nel Germenticniot. The Weaver family lived longer at Germaniown thsn
zny other immigrant family.
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Children Of Jeseph Hitt2 and his wife, Mary Cuntz

I. John Hitt? born ca. 1740 in ¥ ugnier Co. Va. In the militia in 1761.
There is much uncertainty zbout this John Hitt. It is possible that
he is the John Hitt who died in Culpeper Co. in 1836 leaving wife
Lurana, daughters Eliz. Jeffreys and Mirism Smith, and sons Joel, Joab,
Jamesg%nd John . If this is true he would have been a very old men -
over .

II. Joseph H@tt3 born in Fauquier Co., Va. , moved to Culpeper Co. and
appears 1n the ;ecords.there from 1890 on until he died in 1826,
leaving sons William, John, Joseph, and James, and daughters Eliz-
abeth ( wife of Russell Vaughn), Msry Barnes and Peggy:Vaughan.

III. Lazarus Hitt> born ca. 1750 in Faugquier Co. Va. Married Agnes Martin
and moved to Laurens Co. S.C., with his brother Peter’ and Father.
My e 8§ This FaEARbG.-PRie it -
IV. Elisha Hitt3, born in Va. Moved to S.C. with his father znd is shown
1iving there with his father and mother in 1790 but there is no -fnrthez
record of him at this time.

Y. Peter Hitt?, borm in Ve. ca 1748, He moved with his wife ,Magy,and his
Brother ,Lazarus,to Laurens Co., S.C. I have left Peter Hitt” last in
the 1ist of Joseph's children so thes I can show the line on descent

of Nancy Hitt who marrisd Reuben Eitt and came to Webster Co. Hiss.
Peter HitT ied in Leurszns Co., S.C. in 180C6.
9 26 M 2 9 I XXX .

= 0. BN
Peter Hitt” ( Josephz, Peterl) &6 W}U’A‘”‘/'g J

Phe first deed to a Hitt in Laurens Co.,S.C.Clerk's Office,Laurens,S.C.
Book B-pll8

Indenture made Nov.8, 1785 (in'the tenth year of the Sovereiphty
and Independence of the United States of America"). Peter Hit?t
purchased from Samuel and Jane Eakins for 85 pounds Virginia money.
A tract of land containing 185 acres granted to Eakins by his Excell-
ency William Moultrie, Esg. Governor of S.C. on waters of Little
River, known as Mathias Cooks 0ld survey, shape,form, and boundaries
as the original. Sold in fee simple without condition. Sigred:
Samel & Jane Eakins
Witnesses: Thomas Wm. Fakes
Wm. Cason

Tfhe 1790 census showed 3 Hitt families living in Taurens Co: Peber Hit%,
Tazarus Hitt and Joseph Hitt. Peter Hitt with wife, 1 son over 16, 4
sons under 16. The distribution of Peter Hitt's estate in 1806 shows

these sons:

Will Book C, pp 210-222.
Feb. 3, 1806. Mary Hit%, widow of Peter Hitt, consents to appointment
of David Hitt and Thomas Hitt (sons) as administrators of the estate
of her husband. -—- ZLetters of a2dministration granted to Thos. Hitt
and David Hitt on Estate of Peter Hitt, #ch.3,1806, with warrent of
appraisement mentioning Patrick Todd, Lazarus Hitt and Josiah Crews

as bondsmen. ————- Mch.3,1806 Bond for % 3, 000 for Admin. of egtate
of Peter Hitt signed by David Hitt, Thomas Hitt, Lazarus Hitt, Pat Todd
and Josiah Crews. Appraisal of goods and chattels of Peter Hitt

including 5 slaves, 5 horses, 3% hogs, $2225.75 DY Lazerus Hitt, Wm
Rushing, Drury Sims, Mch.3,1806. P222 gives record of sale of goods.

4 page 31




Peter H#ttB,,( Joseph?, Peterl) Contd. /6

Larkin Hitt received $460.97 cash , Thomas HIt% $ 681.50 and Mrs. Mery
Hitt & 263.63. It was customary &bt this time to sell at auction 211 ‘
the pgrsonal propert$ of the desceased with the heirs given first chance
to bid while the real estaje was divided among the heirs or distributed
according to the desceased?wishes. I have numegous transcripts of legal
papers concerning.Peter Hitt” and Lazarus Hitt” and their children.

. Children of Peter Hitt> end his wife , Mery Hitt
. bea 1175 N '
T. Thomas Hitt? %°over 16 in 1790, died before 1847. SarahfHitt, his
widow , died 1847 and their son, Peter Carter Hitt was adms._ of her ,
estate. I have his descendants. Jphw,>ARAT Newie, NArCiss4, Frarvees, /?Rl’f{“
eb €&

II. David Hitt4 was born 1776, married Jane Meek, left Laurens CO. in '
1822 2nd came to Green Co., Ala. where he died in 1857. I have his
descendants, many of whom came into east Miss. N

III. TS SARA

Abner Hitt™ , under 16 in 173$} merried a2 daug{ter of Drury Sims and died

in Leurens in 1828. John Hitt7/YFosephSy—Peter~) was admns. of his estate.

. ..46rent G—W'm%ﬂ_ . S
IV. Tarkin Hitt™, under 16 in 1790, Larkin was a methodist minister. He wes
married twice, and at this time it is not known where he died.
Children of Larkin Eitt and his 1st wife, Polly
1. Pollyj.died vouns ﬁ% S.C.
2. Becky 57, came 10 UiSS, with her sisteér Nancy
and mezrried David Lovett. No children.
Lo moTher 3. Nency®, born Jan. 5, 1822 in Leurens Co. This
is the Nancy Hitt who merried Reuben Ritt? from
Miss. and was the grandmother of Joel Reuben Hitt.

Children of Larkin Hitt and his 2nd wife
1. Hamilton Hi‘b'g 2 An old note in my father's papezjszg
2. Patrick Hitt nwell educated young men in S.C."

V. Benjamin Hitt4, born 1779 in ¥a. , moved fpom Laurens Co. S.C. %o

Ala. with his wife, Nancy Curnal, in 1822. Died in Dec. 1860 at
the home of his son David near Newton, Miss.
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John Joseph Martiﬁ C-G—C—%“WWM %BK’N /.

John Joseph Martin (Johann Jost Merten) was born at Muesen, Nagsau-S8iegen,
Germany, May 24, 1691, and died at Germantown, Va. about 1757. He was the
gon of Hans Jacob werien (b.1660, d. Aug.26,1693) and his wife Anna Bar-
bara Wurmbach, daughter of Frederich Wurmbach, Associate Justice of ¥u=-
wexn the District Court. His grandparents were Jacob Merten of Muesen, Justice
of the Court of Mines (b 1634, d Oct.1l9, 1689) and his wife Margaret Eichen.
ATter Joseph Mertin's father's dezth, his mother married EexXrhimrxErathazh
Jonann Georg Brombach of Muesen, and her eldest son by this marriage was
Melchior Brombazch(b. 1695) , who was another of the 12 men who came to Va.
in 1714. John Joseph was a bachelor when he came to Va. in 1714. He
married Mary Catherine (Meria Katherina) Otterbach (b. 1699) , daughter of
Hermann and Elizabeth Otterbach. Mary Catherine?'§bme time after 1724, and
John Joseph married Eve ? . I have numerous transcrips of legal papers
concerning John Joseph Mertin and his family. They owned the mill on Lick-
ing Run at Germantown, and He and both his wives and several members of

his family are buried there on the original land. The remzins of the mill
and the old burial ground are still to be seen.

Children of John Joseph Martin and his wife, Mary Catherine Otterbach

2&'1. Henry Mazrtin, born ca 1720 at Germanna, diedcca 1780. His wife was
Mary Ann Mariin, who died ca 1782. HEnxyxmarrIzdxax2ndTXEImEXFEFEXLR
B AT B R EE XTI Y R X I R IO S E R Ry X NI X NI Y ERX T NEX AX I EREX X X Tn B r e X g ¥R nEX

xﬁzm??gxzuv%uw?si?tﬂ'{'z'ﬁmzmityzkwriwi?giﬁﬂtvj:xﬁwmmigmx Eenry Mar
tin and his sons =zppezr in meny Fauguier records.
II. Tillmen Marting born cz 1728.
III. Joseph Martin , born ca 1731, married Catherine Holtzclaw.Died 1793.
IV. John Mertin, born ca 1735, died 1825. Married Caly ?, 2nd wife in
1803, Peggy Elliot.
Vo James Martin
VI. Mary Martin, died before 1763, married Jacob Thomas.

VIIi. Eve Martin. Q.Q— %J\OJ-U& \“W
d

Children of Henry Martin andVMary Ann Martin

I. Samiel Martin, moved to Woodford, Ky. before 178l.
II. Benjamin Martin married Joanna and moved away after 1789
III. Reuben Mertin married Joanna ? and moved to Fauquler Co.,S.C.

\’Y Q,.n 1789- . J-
“(gqﬁﬁwiv%Aéhes Mzrtin moved with her bg%¥§g¥%53 -
RS 1285, liarried Lezarus Hitto ( Joseph?, Peter®)

V. Jacob Martin
VI. Peter Martin
VII. Joel Martin
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Tazarus Hitt” ( Josephz, Petert) / From BET"M B;?RA
_ hRvrers o,
Iozzrus Hitt, son of Joseph Hitt and his wife Mery Cuntz, was born ca 1750
in Fauquier Co.,-Va. He disappears from the Fauquier records the same time ¢
that Joseph did . Since no will of Joseph and Mary has been found naming )
their children, ét was hard to prgve that Lazzrus was the son _of Josegh.
Joel Reuben Hitt° ( Reuben Martin-’, Reuben”™, Lazarus?, Joseph2, Petert)
of Clinton, Miss. back in the 1930s worked out a "proof that Lazarus was-
+the son of Joseph W h I will show below. Since_that time,as proven re- (77
cords of the children of the other somns of Peterl have come in , it has <
been generally accepted that Lazarus was the son of Joseph.

Lazarus Hitt - by Joel Reuben Hitt (1874-1957)

* Deed book F p466. Dec 21, 1798, Lazarus Hitt buys for 45 pounds

syerling money land (80 a) lying on Cain creek in Laurens Co.

Witt. by Henry Hitt and Curtis Curnal. This indicates that Laz-

arus Hitt was the son of Joseph Hitt and Mary (Polly ) Coons and the

probability is strenghtened by the following:

1. The number and ages of the children of Lazarus Hitt as shown
by the census of 1790 prove that he could hardly have been born
lzter than 1750.

2. In that case he was likely a son of one of the sons of the immi-
grant Peter Hitt. _ .

3, The immigrant Peter had only 5 sons as shown by his will: Peter,
Henry, John, Joseph and Harmon.

A, The distribution of the estate of Peter?, will Book 5, plls,
Fauguier, Va. shows thag he had no son Lazarus. N

5., The deed of Hermon Eit<7, Deed Rook 13, D432 %o a trustee for his
children snows that he hzd ro gon Lazarus.

6. Likewise, the records of Henry and Jchné contain no reference
o a Lazarus.

7. Phis leaves Joseph to be the father of Lazarus. "

Lazarus Hitt Tarried Agnes Martin, granddaughter of the immigrant John
Joseph Martin %nd his wife udary Catherine Otterback, and the daughter
of Henry Mertin® and his wife Mary Ann Mertin. The 1790 census shows
{azarus Hitt, with his wife, 3 daughters, 4 sons under 16 years, and
1 son over 16 yesrs, living 1n Taurens County, S.C. It has not been
found just when Lazarus gitt first bought land in S.C. , but is assumed
+hat he bought sbout the same time his brother Peter did. At any rate,
he first sold land in 1793: Clerk's 0ffice, Laurens, S.C. , Book F.p48.
Indenture mede Dec.8, 1795. Lazarus Hitt, planter of Laurens Co., sold
to John Smith, Jdr. for 55 pounds sterling, a tract of land on waters of
Saluda River, & on the norih side of Bank's Branch, containing 100 acres,
being the same more or less granted to William Bsler in 1773 by his ex-
cellency William Ball, Gov. of g.C. Witnessed and sealed Dec.20, 1793.
Witnessed by Wm. Smith, James Smith, and Henry Hitt. Wm. smith swore %o
transaction on March 19, 1795 - before Angus Campbell, J.P. This RS
that he had bought landé before he bought the 80 & on Cain creek in 1798.
Tazarus Hitt's name appears ON NUMEIous legal documents in Laurens Co.
PTranscripts of these documents are in my possession. Lazarus was a
minister and preached often although there is no record of his ever
having been ordained. His wife, Agnes, died and he married again about
181% Elizabeth ~?- -and had a daughter,Evy, who was 2 minor when he died
in 1823. His son .John was adms. of his estate. The following papers can
be found in Laurens Co. S.C. in Bdle. 35 and Bdle. 85

Aug. 16, 1823. Administrator's Bond of John Hitt, for estate of

TLagzarus Hitt, with Henry Hitt and Lewis Ball as sureties.

W David Anderson of Laurens District: Whereas you have granted to

me the adm. on the Estate and Effects of Lazarus H%tt Deceased and as
s P . . o e e, -y Cn s s ~ .
NIV R TP 28 artne oA e T R A
A WL VL "\ . =T “-L. o “"',.Ih!\"“t".%' _ ‘\‘.1(:"4'_-
TN L !

~ '
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Lazarus Hitt” (Joseph?,Peter') contd. |

(3

the sa2id deceased did depart this life indebted to Sundray persons -

to present part and also for the purpas of Meking a Divishion among the

Legatees of sald Decd prays that you could take our case into consider-

ation and grant me an order of sale to be holden on the Plantation of

said decd and credit of 12 months from the sale thereof & your Petitioner

will be Ever Bound ——=———— this 16th day of August, 1823. ’
John Hitt, adm."”

Sale Oct.2nd, 1823 Lazarus Hitt John Hitt Adms.
Ready Money Book Accts 2.75
Plantation Tools 36.12%
House Hold and Kitchen Furniture 74.573/4
Hogs and Cattle 47.02%
Horses and Riding Chasis 98.00
Corn and Fodder ' 66.09%
Note of Ham and James Ligon . 100, 00
Note of John Hitt 37.00
One Gun 5.00
Total §466.56 5/4

(How they collected the fractions of a cent is beyond me. )

Feb., 22, 1825. John Eits, adm. oI Lazarus Hitt, Reports moneys
raid in 1823. '

Pzid Reuben Hitt on note .
0ct.7,'23 " D.Anderson, crdinary fees 8.
Feb.5,'24 " Lewis Ball moneys in hand of

sa2id Deceased for repairs on
meeting house 13.62%
"Wn., Ligon for 13 gels. of
brandy for corn shucking of
gaid Deceased. 1.50

[

s

00
29

Mig. 25, 1826. A return to the Ordinary of Laurens District of the Estate
of Lazarus Hitt, Deceased, by John Hitt, Administratoe of said Estate,
end the amount of Moneys paid to the Lezctess:

Amount paid to Elizabeth Hits $123.31
" " " Henry Hit< 30.83
" " v Tewis Ball : 30,83
n " " Reuben Hitt 350.83
" " wA, Andrews for Benjemin Hitt 30.87
" " " John Garlington 26.54
i " " Simpson & Dunizp : 4,28

e lin
$217.495
Jesse Hitt, Deceased, one of the Legatees, deparied this 1life leaving
geven children, minors, entitled %o the sum of $30.83, to be divided
amongst them. Evie, a Daughter of said Deceased, also a minor, entitled
to the sum of $30.83%- which money I have ready to pay over to any person
entitled to receive the same by law.

My part as son of sd Deceased and Legatee,psym of $30.83.
g John x Hitt, Administratoz.

mark
Box 85, Bundle 27, Laurens, s.C.,Mch.7,1833%. Martin Ball mekes Bond for
Guardianship of Evie Hitt, minor of Lazarus Hitt, $60. John Ball and
Tewis Ball, sureties. Nov.27,1833, Martin Ball, Guardisn of Evy Hitt,

£$§¢%p§gr€0£n$%§199 from John Hitt,adm. of estate of Lazarus Hitt,
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I.Henry Hitt#, born 1771 in Va., died 1830 in Laurens Co. S.C. He married
Ellzabeth Stevens, born 1771 - died 1844. Henry Hitt was a baptist min-
ister and was the only son of Lazarus Hitt who remained in S.C. He left
his estate to his wife " during her natural life or widowhood consisting
of negroes, horses and other stock, household and kitchen furniture and -
plantation tools. 1,2nd on which he lived , 390 acres, on north gside of
c;eek (Cain Creek) for her support if she does not marry until Benja-
min becomes 21.(sons Benjamin, Henry and Martin were under 21 whel
Henry wrote his will in 1828) ", Elizabeth didn't marry again , and
when she died followed Henry's.instructions to the letter.Il have tran-
geript of %heir wills - 12 pages including sale bill. The negroes sold
brought nearly $ 15,000. Most of them were bought by Henry's sons. AS
I have gald before, it was customary to sell all the personal property
by public auction, giving the members of the family of the deceased v e
preference in the_bidding. Real property was allotted by will. — \oo) i
1. Jesse Hitt> bogn 1798 M EkiztheTh ® Ball, 6T wim Batl A ddanghien B
5. Elizabeth Hitt” born 1801 died 1826. Mhrried Abraham Hollings- T

worth. Her children shared in Henry'stwillsiv /330 ol
3. William Higt , born 1808 - baptist minister. G
4, Henry Hivt-_, bornxzgEks 1810

5. Martin Hitt?, born &4 1812

6. Benjamin Hitt”, born 1814
Descendents of Henry Hitt* siill 1ivg on the or% inel farms in Leaurens
Co. Miss Juznite Eit< (Jesse',Ranier”, Eenjemin”) has writt ;
she has in her keepinga 1ittle cheir that her greet grendf
jemin® held onto and pushed a2long to learn to walk - 2nd so did her
grandfa.ther5 her father and she. Her father t0ld her an old, odd story
of Ben Hitt-”: He was an extensive slave owner during that period and

. at a sale of slaves he bought quite =2 robust negro girl. It is said

that ne told her that after she had given birth to 20 negro slaves
he would set her free. She gave birth to the 20 (in fact 21), but
this 20th child was called "Free Jack". Free Jack later became the
blacksmith for the commnity. The signs of this blacksmith shop_are
gtill in_the front yard,of the home of H.E. Hit% T (Henry Lewiss,
Benjamin’). H.E. Hitt's widow , Bessile Hollingsworth Hit%t, wrote
Joel Reuben Hitt in 1937 that the old Hit® home was a simple log
and frazme structure and still standing in a field near her home

near Cross Hill, S.G.
i 923

. Jesse Hitt¥, bora 1773. Died before 182§ ins.C. leaving widow and
7 children. Jesse merried lst. $9%7? Hamilton and they hed one soll
Marshall Hitt. After his wife died, Jesse merried her sister, Nancy
Hamilton and they had € children, the oldest of whom was Jesse, jT.
fhis Marshell Hitt and Jesse Hitt, Jr. with his mother and sisters
=nd brothers came o Ala. with other Hitt kin. Jesse Jr. died in
Green Co. Miss.

(43

11T, Daughter] born 1775. Never married end died before Lazarus o ool d)2

]
=

IV. John Hitt4, born 1777. Not much is known about John. He married and
had a daughter, Fanny Hitt, born 1799, died 1864, who became the 2nd.
wife of Abraham,Hollingsworth and was the grandmother of Mrs.H.E.
Hitt of Cross Hill ,S.C. He also had 2 sons, Koon and John. It is
possible that he "flowed south" into-Alas with the other Hitts.His

randchildren John Hollin sworth, Joe Hitt and Robert, Hitt were in
%anrens Co.‘ﬁlré could haveéieft 3 grown ochildren in S.C. 0) Q<ﬁvr41/g¢<

fu 1337 o o
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Children o! Lazarua Hitt and his wife Agnes Bemitien, contd. | X

V. Daughter4, born 1779 , merried Lewis Ball. One sox, Martln,ﬂihﬂ-(B 1808)
wes guardlian of Evie Hitt Lazarus' minor daughter. Martin was & Bap-
tist minister. He ceme to Miss. and became a noted evangelist. His son

and sg=endsen followed in his steps. ]

VI. Reuben Hitt%, born 1761 in Va. died 1855 in Webster Co., Migs. This is
the Reuben Hitt who was the grandfather of Joel Reuben Hitt% (1874-1967)
of Clinton, Miss. He was married 1st. to MHzrtha Hamilton and 2nd. to
Nancy Hitt. His blography and children are given later. iA9e /&.

VII.Benjamin Hltt4, bornﬁxéaé married Milly 2 . Benjamin and Milly
sold their land to his brother Henry in 1825 5% and went to Ala. He died
in Sumter Co. in 1850 - SuxW\ v \i-

VIII. Daughtert, born 17685 married John Garlington.

Children of Lazerus Hitt and his 2nd. wife, Elizzbeth
I, Evie4, born ca.1814

' . - o - . ~e
Virginia St. Library, 12th « Capitol Strentn, Richnond Ya 73719

-
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_'Reuben Hitt4 /e
( Lazarus’, Joseph<, Peter’) |

Reubén Hitt was born in Faquier County, Virginia May 24, 1781 .
The son of Lazarus Hitt and his wife Agnes Martin Hitt,’Reuben
left Va. when he was four years old and came to South Carolina
with his femily in 1785. The first U.S. census in 1790 shows

him living with his parents in Laurens C6.,S.C. , a nine year
0old boy at that time. His old grandfather, Joseph, and his Uncle
Peter and their families had come from Va. at the same time. They
bought land which they paid for with"Virginia money". It is pos-
gible that they came earlier because .they disappearea from the
Fauquier Co. records in 1783, which could indicate that they

left Va. as early as 1882. At any rate, the first deed in Laurens
Co. S.C. to a Hitt was dated 1885. Reuben had been torn during
the Revolution and as soon as the war was over many of the Va.
BEitts moved out o seek new lands. Washington had declared the
war at an end in April, 1783 and the final treaty was signed in
Sept. of the same year. .

Reuben Hitt married a daughter of Robert Hamilton , Martha
Hamilton, as shown by Robert Hamilton's will, Box 32, Bundle 15,
Laurens, S.C. txecutors of this will were Reuben Hitt and Robert
Hollingsworth, anotner son-in-law. Martha died before This estate
was settled in 1816, and Reuben received her share.

Reuben Hitt bought 142% acres on Mudlick creek for $213.75
in 1813 (Clerk's office, Laurens, S.C. Book & - 177) cné after
his wife died lived on there uzmiil the early 30s when he decided
to move his family to Mississippi. His cldest son Lazarus had
married in S.C. and mey have come on to Miss. before Reuben since
Tazarus sold his land in 1826. It's more probable though that
they .all came at the same time. Many of the S.C. Hitts had startv-
ed moving out =msxEaxYyxasxIB22F in the early 1820s, moving south
to Alabama seeking fertile land. Many who came to Ala. moved on
over into East Miss. Reuben and his children came directly to
Choctaw kErxizmt terrdtory and settled there. Although parts of
Miss. (south, south central, along the gulf coast and up the Miss.
river ) had been settled before, the north and northeast wes a
densely wooded wilderness. Choctaw Co. was formed in 1833 and
@uizzszw Chickasaw in 1836. With no roads and slow modes of
travel , the north Miss. Eitts seldom saw their kin living in
east Miss. In fact, it was quite a trip to visit nearby. In
those deys of frontier life the settlers wore little that weas
not made at home (homemzdé coonskin caps and deerskin leggings
and ste 1little that was rot produced on the farm.

Reuben bought land in what is now Webster Co.organized
in 1874, and his boys bought land nearby *nm that was formed
into imso Calhoun Co. in 1852. Soon after coming tc Miss. Reuben's
youngest son, William, died and is the first person buried in
Gary cemetary near Embry, Miss.He was 18 years old. Eis other
children married, anﬁximxi&iﬁxiszEnxwznixhzzkxinxsmnihxﬁazxxand
and settled in homes of thelr own. Reuben mist have been lonely
because he went back to South Carolina in the early 1840s and
wooed and won Nancy Hitt, a 20 year old cousin whom he had held
on his knee when she was a baby. Nancy was the granddaughter of
Peter Hitt and his wife Mary Hitt, being the daughter of their
Ath son Larkin Hitt. She was only 20 years old when Reuben mar-
ried her while Reuben was 61. Their first child was born in
Jaurens, S.C. and when she was 9 mouziths/old they returned vo
Miss. where they had 5 more children.
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Reuben died in 1855 but Nancy lived on until189G., Sept. 19. Both are /,

vuried in Gary Cemetary 2bout 6 miles south of Slate Springs near the post
office called Embry, Miss. in Webster Co.

014 Reuben was a full-blooded German, being directly descended from
£ of the 1A German immigrants who came to Va. in 1714. His mother was Agnes
Martin, granddaugnter of John Joseph Martin; his grandmother was Mary Cuntz,
daughter of Joseph Cuntz; and his great grandmovher was Elizabeth Otterback,
daughter of Hermenn Oiterbacki Hermann Otterback and his 2 sons gied soon
atter reaching America, leaving only daughters 8o he has no descendants by
neme. Reuben hated slavery and there is no record of his ever owning one,
although his brothers did. He was full of the pioneering spirit. An old
nmkexinx handwritten note gtates that Reuben went to Indianna in 1839 but
found the climate 8O cold that he stayed less than a year. He was T8 years
0ld when his last child was born and still in good health until he sickened
and died in 1855. H,‘_; pTher érea’ CravdmeTher was caTherirve VWedren 4T 2% Toh»

Hevry Vyeaver .

Children of Reuben Hitt a2nd his first wife Martha Hamilton

1. Lazarus Hitt born S.C., 1801 -~ died Miss. 1859. Married Edna Fachie born 17¢
Zuried in Pleasant Hill cemetary near Slate Springs in Calhoun Co. Miss.
A. Whitfield Hitt , born 1819 in S.C, married Amelia Easley, born 1824
in Ala. a2nd had children: 1. Prancis M. born 1841, 2. James W.
/> born 1844, 3. Nancy born 1848. ) L ) o
\ B. Eligzz Eitt ( Reuven Wash. HitT wes killed in the Siege of CorimvZ:
C. Betsy Eitt ;
7. Reuben Washington Hi%3 born Feb.25,1828 - died 1564, Married Mer
Jane Williford (1825-1902) and had children:lJohn L. born 1850,
5. F. Caught born 1851, 3, Francis Marion born Mar.2, 1852 - died
Jan. 22, 1935, Married Mary J. Batchelor, 4. William L.(1854—1916),
5. James Reuben (1856-1940),6. George Washington (1858-1939),
7. Sally Hitt born 1860 , married - Barton, 8. Eliza born 1862,
married David Fox and moved to Ark.
o, Martha Hitt married --——- Smith.
3, James Hitt born Jan.23, 1810- died 1889. -Married Martha Parker (1820-1884)
July 27, 1837. Both buried at "Mulberry", 2 community burial ground near
Todi, Miss. James owned & store at Bellefontaine, Miss. and was Sherifdf
of Choctaw Co. in 1852. Children weres: 1. Priscilla Alice born Sept. 21,
1838, married David Malone, 2. Reuben born Mey 28, 1840,.1ost a leg at i
Battle of Perryville and died soon after unmarried, 3. Richard Dorn.Sept;l:
142 and died Oct. 28, 1852, 4. John Hitt bora Apr 20,1844, killed 1n Batt
of Franklin Nov. 30, 1864. .
4. William , died at 18 years of age and was the first person burled 1n Gery

Cemetary.

Reuben Hitt married a daughter of Robert Hambleton as shown by Robert Hamble-
ton's will,Box 32,Bundle 15,Laurens,S.C:April 18,1812 appraisors appointed
for estate of Robert Hamilton for whom Robert Hollingsworth and Reuben Hitt
are executors;Aug.23%,1816 return of Robert Hollingsworth executor of Robert
Hamilton dec'd showing distribution to heirs: )

nPaid to Reuben Hitch one of Legatees the whole of his legacy $27.93%
Paid to John Semple Husband of Betsy Hamilton his legacy in full 427.93%
Paid to Jepey Hitt hushand of Nancy Hambleton his legacy in full 27.9%

Paid to Thomas Heard husband of Marey Hambletonhis legacy in full 27.933
Paid to Jepey Hitt guardien of Marshall Hitt the sum of one of the

legatees 27;93%

Retain in my own hands as husband of Jane Hambleton one of legatees 27.93%
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Children or Reuben Hitt* and his 2nd wife Nancy Hitt

I. Sarah (Sally) Hitt> , born Feb. 22, 1844 in Laurens County, S.C.
g;?ghtoczigguer Cgpnty, Miss. when 8 months old. Married James
. dren: Jennie, Mollie, Reuben, Allce, Flor mnma
Billy, Tommy and Wilborﬁe. ’ ’ ’ ence, & ’

II. Henry Hitt>, born June 3, 1847, died Jan.7, 1951. Married Sept.19
1872, Tzbitha Jane Swindoll, born Dec. 19, 1852, died May 25;1905:
Henry married 2nd Docia Ware and they had 2 children, but Henry
and Tabitha Jane had children:

A. William Lee Hitt,b.June 9,1873, d. Nov. 28, 1906.

B. George Hitt, b. Sept.l6, 1875, married Maggie —2—=Benme 7T
C. Nancy Theodocia Hitt,b.Dec.24,1878, d. Aug. 3, 1879.

D. James Henry Hitt, b,Aug.7, 1880.

E. Simeon Flavius Hitt,b. June 4, 1883, married Susie Tally.

P. Martin John Thomas Hitt,b. May 4, 1887.

G. David Cooper Hitt, b. Feb. 4,, 1891.

H. Carrie Dot Hitt, b. Aug.28, 1893, 4. July 2, 1894.

I. Alma Janie Hitt, b. Dec. 4,1895, Mar.Arthur Carroll,Nov.4,1916.

A'III. Reuben Ma;tin Hi?t5, born Apr. 16,1849 zt Bellefontaine, Webster
County, Miss., died Sept. 13, 1932 at Coss, in Marion County Miss.
Mzrried Mzry Emmz Hughes. More of Reuben Mertin later. .-

IV. Nazncy Ann Hitt?, born Bellefontzine Feb.9, 1851, died April 10,
1919, Mzrried Thomas Swindoll, torn Sept.5, 1841, died May 16,

1920, Chiléren:

A. Belle Swindoll m ? Wall.

"B. Reuben Swindoll

C.Xeles Swindoll

. Sarah Georgias Swindoll,born 1883, merried Reuben Imri Oswalt,
both living Bellfountain in 1970.

E. Debbie Swindoll.

V. George Washington HittS,born Dec.16, 1853 at Bellefountaine, died
‘May 25, 1927 at Goss in Merion County, Miss. Married Jan.27,1878

Henrietta Gillis, born Sept.30, 1854, died Dec.28,1911.Children:

A.Kate Hubbard Hitt, b. 1881, m. Dewitt Ellzey and had one child,
Edith Elizey, who merried Dave Black and kad 2 boys: Dave Black,Jr.
and Robert Black. .

B.Peari Hitv,b. 1882,d.Aug.7,1917.Merriéd 7 Hancock and had Aubrey
Eancock and Odie Hancock. Married 2nd. W.B.Knapp and had Mavis
Krzpp ,m. Irving Drake;and William Knapp,dJdr. who married Thelma
Sanders.

C.Luther Martin Hitt,b.lg]a, d.Dec.,1963%. Married and had 2 chil-
dren: Tuttbl marl Eityfadd Jack Zitf,unmerried,died June,1959.

D.Grover Hitt,b.lass,zﬁ. g8y P09,1907. Not married.

E.Maie Hitt,b. 1887, 4. Jan.ll, 1907. Not married.

F.Fox Fzra Hitt,b. Feb.8, 1892, d. Aug.8,1969.Married Nov.5,1925,
Eula Florence Sanford from Monroe,La.Children:

1.Walter Dell Hitt, b. Aug.l3, 1926 . Married Betty Jo Thurmane.
Children:Lewis Ray Hitt,b.Mar.27,19493Barbara Dell Hitt,b.Jan.18,
1954. Living, 2621 7th Ave., Laurel, Miss.39440 in 1972.
2.Robert Dunn Hitt,b.Aug.23,1927, m.Beulah Proter . 4 cnildren.

G.Zack Hitt,b.1899,married Willie Tou Stucky. No children.

H.Alvin Hitt,b.1889-3.Feb.1,1918. Never married.

I.Pratt Hitt,b.1897,d4. June 26,1898.
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Reuben Martin Hit¥5- 19
; (Reuben4, Lazarus’, Joseph®, Petert)

S .
Reuben Martin Hiti was born April 16, 1849 at Bellefountaine, Web-.
ster County, Miss. when his father, Reuben,was 68 years 0ld and his
mother, Namcy;iwas27zyears old. 014 Reuben died when Martin was a
small boy, 6 years old, but his mother was young and strong and kept
the family together and managed %o raise them with the help from good
neighbors and from her stepchildren. Lazarus, Reuben's oldest son,
was 21 years older than Nancy, his-stepmother, and died just a few

years later, but James, the other sdi?\Liyed on to,18§9.

Lo S
Oon Dec. 24, 1872, Martin married 17 year old Mary E Hughes, born
Sept. 20, 1855. Mary Emma was the daughter of Joel HUgHNes,porn Nov.
20, 1830 and killed in the Baitle of Shiloh April 6, 1862, and his
wife Elizabeth Gary Hughes. During the next 20 years they had 8
children. Mary Emma's mother (Vrs. dJoel Hughes ) lived with them.

Martin Hitt was a planter and a teacher. He built a school house
and conducted classes for_all—+th ildren in the community. By
the time his oldest son, Joel Reuben,)was 12 years old he was help-
ing by teaching the young ! sh and hearing the classes of the
others when Martin had to go %o the fields.

In 1897 , Reuben Martin decided to teke his family %Q\g§%§§z>ﬁe had
heard that they had fine schools and churches there an opper-
tunities were great. However, when Winter came, they found the cold
almost unbearable. The children were sick all winter, and during
the ond winter, Grandmother Hughes died (Elizabeth Gary Hughes ).
That was the final straw! Martin packed up and came back to Miss.
This time he settled in Marion County, near Columbia, Miss. Soon
ofter returning to Miss., Martin's wife, Mary Emma, became ill and
died Feb.3, 1901. At this time none of Martin's children was marr-
ied although several were growi. His youngest was only 9 years old.

He continued to maintain a home for his children and see that they
got a good education - all became teachers except one. One daughter
never married and looked after her father until he died after a long
illness Sept. 13, 1932. Both Martin and Mary Emma are buried in the

Bunker Hill cemetary in Mzrion County, near Columbliz.

S——

Martin Hitt was the only grandparent I had - the others having died
either before I was born or_ so sooll after that I didn't remember
them. I remember Grandpa well. He was a tall, slender, smell-boned
man with twinkling blue eyes , very erect even when an old man, and sl
a peculiar galt - 2 loose-kneed way of walking with the legs swung
from the hips and the knees swinging outward slightly while the body
geemed to glide along on wheels. This galt was SO pronounced in my
father and my 4 brothers that when any one of them approached, 1t
was impossible to tell which one 1t was until he came close enough
for you to see the features of his face. I never lived near enough
to spend much time with Grandpa, seeing him only on visits, family
reunions etc., but I was always so happy to be at his house. He al-
ways had a bunch of little children around him and could entertain
them for hours ( his grandchildren). Also, he had a wonderful fruit
orchard and grape arbor. And always he had a tobacco patch. No one
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else could grow tobacco there . I guess Grandpa had a green thumb.
He could put up with anything from the children but Jjust don't
bother his tobacco patch. He rolled the tobacco into clgars and
smoked it in his pipe.

When he died those of his grandsons who bore his body to the grave
were very proud.

I found an old letter in my fathers papers from a man Grandpa had
tzught in Webster County. There's no envelode. Perheps Mr. Golden
attended Grzndpa's funeral and handed the pages to my father.

" Dear Joel — Here are some verses in memory of your sainted father.
Glad I saw you today. You are a great man. I thank God for your life
of usefulness. Webster County had produced some great men. You are
one of them. May God bless you and those you love.
Your old boyhood friend,
Wm. M. Golden

"In loving memory of my dear old teacher Prof. R. M. Hitt
By William M. Golden

" My dear old teacher is &t rest,
From sorrow he is freej;
He's gone on home to be with God,
Throughout Eternity.
*
e lived a life above reproach,
His heart was true and kind;
He left this earth of sin and woe,
A better home to find.
*

*
" He taught me in my childhood days,
Always to be a man:
He taught me not to say:"I can't”,
But alweys say: "I can’.

" And I accepted what he szaid,
A long long time ago;
He taught me that The Son of God, .
Would meke me white as snow.

# and I thank God for his dear 1life,
Tor 211 that he taught me;
And praise the Lord we'll meet agezin
When I put out to sea."
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Jessie Hughes
( Great Grandfather of Joel Reuben Hitt)

Jgsse Hughes, born Qct. 14, 178E in Virginia, came to South Caro-
lina as a young man and married there Dorcas Johnson,born in S.C.

July 10, 1792, daughter of Benjamin Johnson, Jr. and his wife Ann.
Jesse and AnnBER& into Ala. ( Tuscaloosa), and all their children
were grown before they came to Miss. - Billy ,the youngest was 14.
Jesse znd Ann came to Miss. with some of their children in 1845 and
settled in what is now Webster County. I have the old land deed that
was made to him three months after his oldest son Daniel Had bought.it.
Daniel did not come to Miss., however he did purchase, for $750, a big
tract of land in 1845 but sold it to his father very soon. Jesse died
Nov. 6, 1858, and his wife died July 29,1856. Both are buried near
Slate Springs in Webster County, Miss.

Children of Jesse Hughes ard Dorcas Johnson Hughes

I. HMary Ann Caroline (Polly) Hughes,born Nov.2Ql81l , died Oct. 25,
18C6. Buried =t Betheny in Webster County. Merried 1lst. to Le-
roy M.Finnell; 2nd to Jacob Fox. Had large family.

II. Joseph Hughes born Nov.3,1813. Died young.

III.Daniel Bughes bora Aug. 17,1815, died Feb. 14, 1859 ( thrown aza-
inst a tree by e norse), turied nezr old home place in Tusce-
loosa County, Ala. Married Charlotte Bell and had large family.

IV. Ann Hughes, born June 14,1817. Married Malachi Fox.

V. Sarash Hughes, born June 12, 1819. Married Henry (Hally) Fox and
became the mother of Capt. Fuller Fox and the grandmother of Gen.
Fox Conner.

VI. Funice (Unity) Hughes, born Aug. 27,1821, married Milton #ills.
VII.Elizabeth Hughes born Aug 19,1825. Married Tennessee lMcguire.
VIII.Grace Hughes born Oct.20,1826. Married Thomas Perry kizcon.

IX. Joel Hughes born Nov. 20, 1830. Died April 6,-1862. More oI Jocel
later.

¥. William Hughes,born Dec. 29, 1832. Merried Harriet Moore - IO
children. ( This is the Billy mentioned in the letver Irom Joel
Hughes to his wife Elizabeth GaTy Hughes. Joel asks that his
younger brother not volunteer until he , Joel, came back home.
Joel never came back home for he was killed soon after he wrote.
Billy did volunteer and died).

XI. Marthz Hughes, born in Ala. Nov. 12, 183%8. Died in Webster County,
Miss. March 15, 1908. Married Reuben D. Ransom and had large

family.
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Joel Hughes
( Joel Reuben Hitt's Grandfather )

Joel Hughes was born in Tuscaloosa County, Ala. Nov. 20, 1830,
He came to Choctaw County ( now Webster County) with his parents,
Jesse Hughes and Dorcas Johnson Hughes, and other members of the
family when he was 17 years old. They settled on land adjoining
that of the Hitts and the Garys and in 1851 Joel married Eliza-
beth Ann-Gary, daughter of Mose Gary.

Joel was a farmer , but he also wrote legal papers. In that time it
was considered a great art to be able to write a beautiful hand. I
have several samples of his handwriting with flourishes and curli-
cues. When the Civil War started Joel volunteered and was killed
in the Battle of Shiloh April 6, 1862. His wife died in Texas
where she had gone with her daughter Mary Emma Hughes Hitt in

189%.

Joel and Elizabeth had five children: Joseph Hughes, Ann Hughes,
Mzry Emma Hughes, James Hughes and Joel D. Hughes. I don't have

the dates of birth of 211 these children right now. 0f course

Mary Emme was born 1855 and became the wife of Reuben Meriin EiTt.
Joel Davig Eitt was borzn August 19, 1861 end was the baby his father
couldn't remember except that he looked 1ike his brother James.

T will give Joel Hughes' letter ( the last one he wrote) ke wrote
to his wife Elizabeth just as he wrote it. ( I have the original).

Tt tells what kind of a man Joel was better than I could. Also 1t

is interesting because it describes the conditions 4, and agrees

with what has been written in history. Bruce Catton, in The Civil

War, telling about the Battle of Shiloh, writes that Sherman and
Grant are attacked by the confederates from Corinth under Gen.

Albert Sidney Johnston,! the green-as-grass rebels marched 25

miles, ambling along, whooping and shouting, firing their guns

just to see if they would work, driving their officers into a frenzy".

Joel Hughes was a Lieutenant when he wrote this letter bul was elect-

ed Captain of his company the next Gay. The Margzret mentioned in
his letter was a2 house servant. -
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Camp Near Corinth, Miss.,March 27th, 1862

Dear lizzie,

As I hav: a chance to send you a letter by hand T will write a few lines tonight to let you
know that I am well, I sent you a letter day before yesterday by mail giving you a description
of my tower of sickness after we came up here. T wrote to you that I had got well but the ex-
posure in getting with the Regiment gave me a bad cold. With this exception I am now in good
health. I have no war news to write. It is expected however that there will be a fight near
here in a short +time.The pickets of the two armies have been fighting some between this place
and the Tennessee River a distance of about twenty miles. It is reported by pickets that they
are concentrating heavy forces fifteen or twenty miles from this place.We have a heavy force
in this vicinity and all along the Railroad between this place and Tuscumbia and it is now be-
lieved by all hands that we will have a big fight between here and the river. One or two of
the Regiments of our brigade went of(f) in that direction last night after dark without tents
or anything but their blankets.We are all ready for them.Our company and Battalion is armed
with the finest kind of Springfield muskets plenty of cartridges and all right.The only thing
in our way is sickness. There are several of our boys very sick. Tip Holland, Wm.Arnold,Janes
Simpson and several others are very sick. T have 32 in our company on the sick list.We have
100 men in our company.f%2 20_Q£;them are at home and 79 in Camps and 1 in the hospital at
Tuscumbia.Poor fellow he iqzﬁithout any of his friends with him and I fear that he will die.

: We are going to send one or two of the boys off to a house in the morning. We have no straw

or plants(plank?) to sleep on here. James Ingram is discharged and he will start home in the
morning and carry this letter to you. Captain Pittman will also go home if he is able,He had
resigned and been discharged or will get his discherge tomorrow. We will elect another Captadi:
in a few days. I caznot tell who.There are bui few however in the Company qualified te dischar
the duties of the office.Some of them want me to run but I don't think that I shail.

Lizzie I want to hear from you so bad,It only lacks one or two days of being a menth sinece I
heard from you and I am uneasy about you for fear scme of you are sick.Poor little children
how bad. I want to see them all, Lizzie I have forgot how the little babe looked and I cannot
recolect how he looked to save my life only by knowing that he (we belong to General Wood's
brigade the 1lst of this division) favored Jimmy, but it is impossible for me to see any of
youat anytime soon as there 1s no chance to get a furlough home.The 15th Regiment came to De-
cater Ala while I was there sick.Several of the boys went to see me.,They were all nearly worn ¢
Dear Lizzie,let not our separation depress your feelings too much,but be as lively as possible,
and take care of your children and what you have around you.Be careful about fire and make Mar
garet be careful.I am uneasy about the old chimneys for fear they will burn up all you have.
Then be careful how the fires are left at night.Don!'t let none of the 1little children go to th:
spring by themselves.There is no day passes(by?hole in paper) but what I think about these
things and it makes me uneasy.lLizzie send me a letter by everyone that is passing.Tell my fris:
to write to.me,There are several of our boys at home Dernis Dil is there,James Goldson, Nail
Dickens,Tell Taylor to find out when they start back and write by them,as letters are uncertais
by mail,Tell Taylor to write to me and tell me how he is getting along.If Billy has not velun-
taered tell him to stay at home until I come home if I ever do.Lizzie it is getting late and 2
I must clese my letter. When I go to bed at rmight I can feel the cold ground under me though t
weather has moderated and is tolerable pleasant hers now.All of our neighbor boys are well. I
saw Jacob Bingham the other day.He was well,They are now at Tuka.Nearly all of our officers ar
sick except myself and Langston.I have boxed up one pair of pants and my overshirt and startec
them home.I will not want them nor cannot carry them with me.I am allowed a company desk,and t
Major allows me to carry my trunk in place of a desk. Lizzie do for yourself and children the
best you can,and if any of you gets sick have the doctor with you.Write and give me all the ne
Nothing more at present but remain your Absent friend until we meet again. Goodbye Lizzie.

Direct yours Joel Hughes
thus: > To the care of Joel Hughes
Or send your letters to Albert Young . Lt.D.J.Langston Corinth
and let him back them for you. Commanding Miss.
Co.D of 3Batt.
Miss.Infantry
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Children of Reuben Martin Hitt and his wife Mary Emma Hughes L7

1. Joel Reuben Hitt, born Oct.24, 1874 at Bellfontaine, Webster Co. Miss.
Married Elizabeth Robertson, born Feb. 12, 1885, at Columbia, Miss. Dec.
25, 1904. Joel died July 22, 1967 and is buried =zt Clinton Cemetary in
Clinton, Miss. Joel and Elizabeth had 7 children.

11. Martin Hughes Hitt, born Feb. 23, 1876 in Bellfontaine, Webster Co.
Miss.Married Sally McNeese Dec. 6, 1902. Szlly born 1882-died Feb.3,1972.
l.Jessie Pern Hitt, born Sept.28,1902, Merried 1lst. Oscar Gibson 2nd
had two children: A. Evelyn Novertz, died when baby and B.Jessie
Meirle married Jerry Monce. £nd.husband was Roy Williamson. Fern
living in Jackson, Miss. at 3119 Alameda Drive in 1972.

2. Moody Hitt, married Alberta Turnage and had ¥ children: Fay Jean m
Jimmy Langford and has 2 children , Jimmy.and Glenda; B. Jacqueline
m James Rayborn and has 3 children Eliz., Pamela and Rebecca; C.Peggy
Joe m Warren Thomas; D. Phillip Glen m Elka - - and has 3 children
Gordon, Phillip and Gwendoline; E. Charles Hughes m Margret Smith
and has 1 son Chérles Hughes; F. Gary m Jerry Stephenson and has
1 son Ericksy G. Tim m Carolyn Williamson. -

3,Willizam Taft Hitt married Floyd Robbins and had 2 children: Patsy
and Lynn m --- Robbins.

4. James Otis Hit®,born May 26, 1918. Died in car wreck Dec. 6, 1964.
Married March 28, 1949 to Irma Lillian Campbell, born Sept.28,1926,
daughver of Garner Thomas Campbell,b.Liberty, Miss. Oct.2, 1903 ~
and his wife Arthurine Bell, b. Columbiz, Miss. Dec.3,1503. Jim O%is
and Lillian had 2 children: k¥arivin Thomas FEitt, b. Columbie, Miss.
May 3, 1950 and Irmz TLillien Hits, b. Columbia, Miss. March 27,1953.

ITI.Alice Irene Hitt, born at Bellfontaine in Webster Co., Miss. Aug.l7,
1878. XX EA X dMABEXI 67X IGO0 DX X BurrEXXSa e XX Hord XennX X EAX s R X BREnd X ¥ LSS«
Married Thomas Calvin Robbins April 12, 1903. Alice died April 30,1951
and both are buried at Bunker Hill in Mzrion CO.,Miss. Alice and Calvin
had 4 sons: A. Grayson Robbins, b. 12-23-03,m Odie Allen; B. Mzson Robbins
b. 10-13-04, m Lucile Polk; C. Stanley Robbins, b. 9-6-06, m. Azusta
Simmons and had 2 children : v 47 . and James Thomas;BD.rMartin Robbins
B. 8-11-08, m. Katie Mae Weatherford.

IV.Edgeworth Shyves Hitt, born Dec.30, 1880 in Bellefontaine.Died 0Oct.27,1936
and is buried at Hattieshurs, Miss. Edgie married June 16, 1907 Dr. Burrel
Samuel Hood, who died at Bond, Miss. when his children were small. They ha
2 children:l. Thelma Thorne Hood, b. Sepv.l1ll, 1908. M. H.L.Kelly. Noc Chil-
drens arnd 2. Burrel Samuel (Bill) Hood, b Feb. 7, 1911. Married Juel Boyd
and kad 3 children: Bill Hood III, Fred Hood, and Czandy nood.

V. James Washington Hitt, born June 16, 1883 at Bellefontaine, Miss, Died
Dec. 17, 1962, Mzrried in June , Ida Morris, born Aug. 23,
died Aug.7, 1966. Both are buried at Bunker Hill, Miss. They had 2 chil-
dren:lJames Aven, b 3-16-08, m Ethel Daniels and had 1 son, James William
Hitt and 2. Emma Mery Hit?t,b 9-10-09, m Garvin Allen and had 2 children:
James and Charlotte.

VI.Elizabeth Jane Hitt, born Nov.30,1885 at Bellfontaine. Never married. Died

Oct.1l4, 1956. Buried at Columbia, Miss. (ﬂe&‘SvNCQ%'q7@“.6”"e
AT cdumbgﬁ‘%ghq

VILWinnie Folsie Hitt, born May 16, 1888 at Bellfontaine. Married Aug. Tg, me}t
1917 to Louis Grey Hood. Living in Columbia, Miss. 1972, Three children:
1. Louis Grey Hood,Jr. born Nov.30, 1918. Died Jan.3021942 in plane crash
at Randolph Field, Texas.Pilot, WWII. Unmarried; 2.E1}zabeth Byrle Hood,
born Oct.13, 1920 at Goss, Miss. Married Edgar Earl Sims Feb.24,1946.
Living at Columbia , Miss. 1972. three children: (a) Byrle Hood Sims,

\?‘0)5;3 "\’ﬁw\}\'T Seh Oo\--‘;'\‘om tHe )Hjc: 7 )4/ —Tgr more Y-hAn %0)’15
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Children Of Reuben Martin Hitt end his wife Mary Emma Hughes . 7.7

born Dec. 17, 1946. Married John Elliot Harvey May 31, 19693 (b) Lisa Sims;
born Jan. 23, 1550 and (c) Edgar Earl Sims, Jr., born Oct. 29, 1956,

5. Helen Hood, born Jan. 21, 1923 at Goss, Miss. Unmarried and living with
her mother in Columbia, Miss. in 1972.-

VIII. Carrie Fletcher Hitt, born Mey 16, 1892 at Belena, Calhoun Co. Miss.
Married Hollis Irl Ellzey Nov. 1, « Both living at Goss, Miss. in
1972. Six children were born at Goss, Miss.: 1. Marion Lynn Ellsey born
Sept.5, 1915 married Bob Ulmer; 2. H. Irl,born Sept, 19, 1917 married
Georgia Buckley; 3. Robert, died while a baby; 4. Ford, died in Columbia
after being injured in a high school football game £ Carol, born Jan. 1,
1024, married Charles Fortenberry; 6. Jack, born Feb. 14, 1927, married
Rosanne .

)
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JOEL REUBEN HIZT® AL
o
(Reuben Martins, Reuben?, Lazarus’, Josephz, Petert)

Joel'Reuben Hitt, the oldest son of Reuben Martin Hitt and his wife

Mery Emma Hughes Hitt, was born dn Oct. 24, 1874 at Bellefontaine, in
Webster County, Miss. By the time he was 12 years old he was help-

ing his father teach school by hearing the classes of the younger

pupils and keeping order while his father had to be out of the class-

room. Later he attended school in Fupora, Miss.

As I have mentioned before, in 1897 Grandpa, Reuben Martin, decided
to move his family to Texas. Earlier his half-brother James' daughter,
Priscilla Alice Hitt Melone (1838-1888), had moved to Texas on account
of her health, a2nd I'm sure this influenced Grandpa in his deéision.
From the memoirs of Priscilla's daughter, Martha Florence Mzlone Wal-
ler (1857-1636) (sent to me by Mrs. J.H.Soper , Pricilla's great
granddaughter), who went to Texas with her parents:

n ** my husband and I, with our baby daughter, moved with
my vparents to Fort Worth, Texas, on account of my mother's
health. It was at that time a cosmopolitan community of
five thousand people, with fine schools and many churches.
There was an Episcopal Church with a splendid rectory, a
brilliant preacher, a fine choir; for twenty years I sang
in the choir of Saint Andrew's Church, and for thirty years
was the president of the Altar puild. Society then was far
superior to what it is today (1934 )« We had splendid con-
certs, opers, lectures, tTheater.
ujMy father bought a home on the corner of Fourth and BuT-
nett Streets, and my husband built next door. "

. . oy )
In Texas,Joel attended Coronal Tngtitute, completing the course-of Z oy (9%

study there at Athens in two years. Nearly fifty years later my young-
est brother Joel,dr. wrote hig father®from Wharton, Texas where he
had gone to obtain information regarding a gubject of one of his cases
( 7.B.I.): " I talked for some time with Mrs. Sid Border, who was
REola Hudgins before she married. She asked me where my home is lo-
cated and I advised her with pride that it is in Mississippi. She

gaid that she had gone to school with a boy named Joel Hitt and that
ghe thouzht I might.be related to him. She further stated that 1t

was between the fall term of 1894 and the closing term of 1898 at
Coronal Institute. I said, ",ady, that was my Dad". She went on to

say that Joel Hitt was a handsome, slim, neat,clean, industrious lad
and I said that was my Dad! She didn't recall whether or not she had
any classes with you but was of the opinion that she had not had

mueh association with you. But - she remembered you and that is some-
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thingt!l When Joel Reuben finished his study at Coronzl Institute , he
decided he would teach. I find in his papers a letter of recommendé- )
tion written @ @xxHxxHaxxkix Mey 29, 1900, by G. H. Harvill, Publi-
sher of the East Texas Reformer , Athens, Texas:

" To whom it may concern,

Gentlemen-

I have known 2nd been personally associated with Prof. J. R. Hitt
for some time 2nd kmow him to be a gentleman of high moral character
and a scholar of excellent attazinments. As a mathematician he possess-
es rare ability, and those who secure his services as a teacher will
be fortunate.

We can cheerfully recommend him as a first class teacher in every
regpect.

Signed: G. H. Harvill *

In the Fall of 1900 Joel went to San Marcus to teach Math. While there
he was associated with Dr. W. H. Bruce,who later organized John Tarl-
ton College and later became president of North Texas Teachers College
" at Denton, and Dr. S. Walter Stanfield of South West Texas Teachers
College gt San Marcus. These men were older and became lifelong friends.
Hel¥ote that they were a great inspiration to him . He named his firsv
son for Dr. Stanfield arnd his second son for Dr. Bruce. I never me?t

Dr. Stanfield, but once in 1932 when“B&'was visiting my father he left
for Birmimghg&zang,asked my Mother and me if we wouldn't like to drive
s for as MeglZgiP%ith him to visit my sister Flora. He was 2 lovable
0ld man looking somewhat like an eighth dwars nzmed Jokey. Eichzlina
%=y . 1 thought he was a very 0ld men =2nd was nervous aboutb his driv-
ing. Along the way he remarked that he had double vislon and as we
approached a bridge he saw two bridges and had to figure out which

one to cross. I was terrified and prepered for a crash every time we
met a car. He must have seen that I was nervous about his driving and

been teasing me but I was never certain.

Daddy talked the rest of his 1ife about his few years in Texas. His
children grew up hearing hair-raising tales of his adventures there.
T have letters that he wrote my two boys in 1942 when we were stat-
joned in the southwest, telling about his fight with & wild boar,
anexperience with coyotes ( which he czlled wolves),catching jack-
rabbits in an unusual 10-inch snow and others - all complete with
sketches.The trip from Webster County by rail via New Orleans fur-
nished enfugh story material to entertain for hours.

0
In Feb[qof Daddy's first year of tsaching at San Marcus his mother,
who had come back to Miss. with the family,died with a ruptured appen-
dix. This was a terrible blow to Daddy . Ee had been very clése to his
mother and thought her so beautiful and wonderful. Perhaps if he had
been with her it would have been easier to bear. He kept the letter
his sister wrote him the day BHE died and read it occasionally the
rest of his life. When he was 90 years old he agked me to take 1t .
away ( he had been giving me his papers for years, keeping only the
ones he wznkedxkmxaee.  valued most ) because 1t made him so sad to
remember his grief. At the end of his school year he came to join

the rest of his family in Marion County.

He came to stay one year and return to Texas, but in the Fall he taught:
school , and at.the _end, of the year the trustees offered him such in-
ducement to%£ﬂé§w%ha% Bt ecided to stay.mm This wasxheXsiered decis-
ion was made easier by the fact that he had fallen in love with one

of his pupils and needed time to woo and win her. On Dec.25, 1904
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at Columbia, Marion County, Miss. : : -

he married Elizabeth Margania Robertson , born Feb. 12, 1885, dau- .
ghter of James Robertson (1858-1908) and Sarah Bourn Robertson (1860~ -
1914 ) and granddaughter of James David Robertson(1816-1891) and his

wife Sarah Cox Robertson(1l836-1891). : - _ -

Joe) stzyed in Merion County until the Fall of 1914, teaching and preach-
ingz. Ee had been ordained@ by the Antioch Church. He taught 211 week and
preached every Sunday. My Mother helped him every way she could. She play
ed the organ, sang soloes and duets with him while the latest baby lay

on a2 pallet nearby. During this period Daddy consolidated two schools.
Al11 of his life I heard him say he didn't know whether he was a teach-
ing preacher or a preaching teacher. He came to Mississippi College,

a small Baptist College in Clinton, Miss. founded in 1826, to study

for the Ministry but even as he entered he helped with the teaching

of Math. I don't know if Math teachers were so scarce or if he were so
good - probably both. He taught fulltime during the Summers. I thibk

the teaching won out over the preaching, although he didA8Tzanize the
Salem’'Baptist Church in a community near Clinton and Pastor it for 22
years, rushing out every Sunday after Sunday School to preach ..Most

of his Ministry was as a layman in the Pirst Baptist Church, the
college-related church here in Clinton.

In the Fall of 1914 Joel came to Clinton alone and entered Mississippi
College. My Grandmother Robertson lay dying with cancer znd didn't )
wznt my Mother to lezve her. Grandmother had been cerried to Few Or-—
lezns where the doctors operated toc late To help her, =nd she was
brought back home to die. Daddy sgreed thal mother cculd siex with her.
It was 2 terrible +time . Dzddy was very ill with the new " Spanish
Influenza " , Grandmother died and Jemes, Mother's fifth baby,was born
there at lother's-¢ld-home. I don't know if-Daddy got ruch learning
thet year or not what with his running back and forth from Clinton to
J;glggg%gJigaddy had meny . virtues; promptness- was not one-of them.
Amonig the Tew things I remember about that .Winter is Daddy's running
to catch the train for Jackson. He never errived at the-station un-
+i1 the train wes pulling out and always had to run up the irack,
streining to get a hand-on the last projectile on the last-car.as -the
train picked up speed.-I-dontt think he was ever lefs behind, but I'm
sure- everyone'!s-nerves suffered. I remember my Mother's grief. - it
frightened me - and Daddy's trying to comfort her and I rememnber my
new baby brother.

Although my Mother was the forth child in a fanily of ten children
and had 2 sister seven years older, she was the one who mothered
the sisters and brothers left orphaned when Grzndmother died since
Grandpa Robertson had died six years earlier. Eer baby brother weas
only ten years old , and two sisters were twelve and fourteen.When
we cameto Clinton in the Pall of 1915 these two sisters came with-us
and stayed until they finished their education &t Eillmsn College,

a school for girls here in Clinton at that time. The tw0O younger
brothers stayed with us some but were mostly in and out .

Daddy graduated in the Spring of 1917 and went to Clark College at
Newton, Miss. to teach Math, but wes called back to Miss. College

e Ty be hesal  Sharp-hed—to—retire on—eaccount-of—bad healiths—Frem

thot time—on he was-head of the Meth department until he had to retires

a querter of z century later. After kexrefiredxmn his health becare ) ,,,,
so_hed he—hed—fe—resire; he wént back to teach numerous times when- /9}
ever he felt that he was ablegiw ouJQLM“MALA/-tluA4,cvaﬂagzjglAJ G

C?Q&iﬁuajﬁ;‘flt<cé.
{
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Once when he-went to the cemetary at night to check on a freshly dug
grave to&segbtha? it Bad been put in the right place, my two littile
boys went with him, As he was peering about wxixk in the dark trying
to see the markers the flashlight suddenly went out . He had stepped
too close to the edge and fzllen into the grave brealking the flashlight.
He was unhurt and the little boys pulled him out.

>
?‘B o

Once when he was over 80 he went with two negro men to survey some

1znd for &z friend . The men had gone on zhead carrjing the pole and
chain. As Daddy was climbing over a high fence z barb caught him in the
sezt of the britches and he couldn't jerk loose. He told me when he gov
homz that he would have hung there and fluttered 'til he died if the -
men hadn't looked back to see him and come back to get him down.

For a quarter of a century Joel taught steadily at Miss. College-

day and night, for ndone who was not able to keep'up and asked for

help was turned down. Daddy either met them at night in the classroom

( if there were severzl ) or had them come to the house and worked ’
with them privately until they were able to keep up with the others.

He wrote his own textbooks for some of the subjects and devised e

new method of bookkeeping/ and also a new method of trisecting an angle.
He was always solving some knotty problem for some company and to te
best of my knowledge was never stumped. I don't gFg¢ rememver ever
seeing him sit{ without pasper and pencil in his hands, even if he had
fallen asleep, and every scrap was covered with figures. What is zmez-

ingz is that he never earned = degree except that Batchelor of Lrgs in
1917. He lorzed to study further, but the few times he was able to get
off (in the summers ) ané weni to La. State University to study, they
persuaded him $o fgech instead. AL i a : the

v
college conferred'{th¢"degree of Doc
Never robus®, by 1943 his health had failed to such a degree that
under pressure from the @Pgtors and family he had to retire from
teaching although he SEEEAFyith tears in his eyes that he wouldn't
live a year if he had to quit teaching. His civic Vig¥¥ and church
work a=nd surveying kept him occupied and he improved so that in &
few years he was able to teach again and several times taught spéc-
izl classes or filled in for those who needed z leave of atsence,

Also at this time he took up golf and as with every thing else he

put his mind to became guite proficient. He didn't have the strength
o hit the ball very far but was consistant and sccurate. He made the
hezdlines on the sport page of the Jackson paperswhen he made his
first hole—in-one in his 70s. Later when my boys took up golf he

gave them pointers . I rememoer his teaching them after he was_so
weak he couldn't swing the club without staggering and one would

hold him stezdy by ﬂﬁz slipping his hand under his belt in the back
znd holding him up. He rode on the motorcycle with them, was thrilled
to ride in the A-model Ford and went to the Airport in Jacxson and
cat in the co-pilots seat znd was amazed at 211 The instruments. He
would have loved to fly and I was too affald to agree for by this time
his heart had failed several times . He may have been failing in other
ways but his spirit and enthusiasm never failed in the least.

Soon after he came to Clinton he was elected to the board of Aldermen-
in 1922 to be exact- and in 1924 became layor. While he was liayor the
0ld plank sidewalks were replaced , streets were paved with " Bilbo
Bricks", the first well was dug ( I remember this so well becsuse for
meny years the Company who dug the well x5%& Daddy every Christmer

a huge box of chocolates which went like the proverbizl snowball as
soon as it arrived) and a fire deiartm nt started. After siz years
m ¢ 2/‘/-!’”

=537 b&iy
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as meyor, in 1950 he became Clerk. KL/ LI EREHBEL [ LS [ bbb AE AN [ E 1 =
AEELE/LECELAEA/ AL /844 - At this time no city eméggyﬁéﬁ§§§§§$§5/25§é/ ¢;:
pay. Daddy's financial burden had become very heavy and it was decided ES
that he should become Clerk and receive $ 25 dollars a month. So He-
from 1931 to 1952 he served simultaneously as Aldermen and Clerk. In
1952°he gave up his service on the Board but continued as clerk until
1957.when he had to give that up too.

when Highway 80 ( now known as Clinton Blvé. and College Street ) was
built through Clinton it came right through the Clinton Cemetary. The
cemetery was on a2 hill and the highway had to be cut throuzh. Daddy
was so upset when he saw the graves being destroyed , andNzbout the
same time he received a letter from a man asking about his grand-
father's grave. Daddy took a few negro men and rescued the stones-
some broken - and everything he could find. He organized the Clinton
Cemetary Association , had it incorporated and secured the charter.
He worked tirelessly getting all the lots surveyed and all the metes
and bounds in order, and in setting upYen endowment fund ( eand working
to increase),insuring that the cemetary would never again be disturbed.
He served 25 President of the Association the rest of his life//2A4/
AF&L ) GATE [ BL AL AE . The Cemetary is now a beautifully landscaped plot
enclosed by 2 high fence with gates thet are loqgeg at night , a care-
taker, a tool house and a small building that ssaazesas an office for
the President, 2z room for meetings and a place for records.
From the time he ceme to Clinton , Daddy taught ©
uzntil he was too old to go to Sundzy School. He was Sundey School sup-
erintendent several timesyfa Descon . Maxny sougit s wise council znd
2dvice andhe was alweys willing sgnd anxious to serve in any weay possi-
ble. Never very strong in body, kEBalways carripd a heavy burden of re-
sponsibllity,éni he was blessed with 2 nzitural sense of humor and a ’
warm personality that won the love and admiration of o0ld and young alike.
He has friends and students all over the world who zre grateful to him
forthe things he taught them, not only from books but in how to live.
He took great pride in 2ll his students, and espéecially those who went
on to hold hifigh positions. One of hig favorites , Dr. Bailey Price,
was swarded the DhmumnguiskmimSemvinEmAMETn 1970 Award for Distin-
guish&d?%%“ﬁathematics by the MatHhatical Association of America, Inc.
§A&Tn.an artietd  in-the American Mathematical Journsl: " While a student
and tescher at Miss. College Bafley Price and his patron teacher, Dr.
Hitt, often conferred on furthering <he teaching ané use of Mathematics.
The foregding recognition and citation are evidencé that the geals
AAd of Dr. Hitt and his protege have =en achizved. The genius of one
master teacher produced another master Teachert
. R\V . . .
In the Baptist Record , Nov., 1904, Pastor Estes Bass, reporting on
= Revival at the Prine Springs Church in Merion County : " Frof.
R. Hitt znd Miss Lizzie Robertson added greatly to the interest o
the meeting by their deeply spiritual songs».,

ne Men's Eible (Cless

Je
£
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By 1957 he had hardening off the arteries %o such a degree that if/tifAd
KIf/ L8/ itit ¢/ A4 any exerclse or excitement that caused hfs heart to
beat faster had to be avoided. His heart was fine , but when it tried

to pump blood that wouldn't flow it stalled, kicked back and stopped.
The third time this happened , the doctors convinced him that he had

to stop all outside activities. He still enjoyed 1life - dressed every
morning, ate what and when he wanted at the table, bathed himself and
enjoyed visitors. During this time his greatest pleasure was riding
about town and seeing what progress was being made. He never tired of
looking at Clinton, and I spent a great deal of time driving him about~
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sitting in the middle of the seat with my arm about his shoulders and

bi%,EFEd on my shoulder, Ee never was a blg man, as 2 young man not
Li'E5 six feet and weighing =t the most 160 pounds. By the time he

was 60 years old he weighed 125 pounds and when he died he weighed
less than 80 pounds, but he always stood straight and held his hea

up. He just dwindled away and died in his sleep July 22, 1967. He was D

buried in his beloved Clinton Cemetary. ¥Z£ Elizabeth Robertson Hitt
g+till lives in the o0ld home here in Clinton at 102 East Main.

13

I remember Daddy's sitting in a straight chair grading papers or
figuring on a problem on his-knees while 21l the kids played a game

of basketball 211 around him, knocking him about - he never seemed to
notice the noise, and unléss he got a hard lick or was almost turned
over he paid no attention. He had the greatest power of conbentration
which earned for him as for others the accolade "absent-minded-professor',
Once when he was teaching he was crossing the Campus and stopped to
talk with a student for a few minutes. When they finished tealking end
started away Daddy stooved , called to the boy and asked him in which
direction he was walking when the boy stopped him. Upon learning that
he was walking toward the classroom, Daddy sald, "Well I guess I have
eaten lunch". The o0ld U.S. Highway 80 came right through town and
D2ddy had to cross it oz his way home. Cars have actuzally brushed his
clothes beczuse he pzid no attention to them whatsoever if he had &
problem on his mind. At the same time he always hzd time to lisven

%o any problei however smell i1f asked for help and gave it that same
coneentrztion. ;Aﬂ5v
From 2'"mife Sketch!" written by Marish Johnson Letimert: ! What =z vast
amount of -work this kindly generous men has done. Not too'sirong in.
body but of a valient spiriy, he has given his a211-to God, his family
and to his-communfity. He loves the college and gavé it the- best yeers-
of his life..He has comforted the sick and bereaved, he has helpedthe
poor, preached -meny - -a funeral sermon and steered countless college stu-
dents -inte paths of rectitude and right. From his-own rich experiénceS
he has lelped scores of ministeriel students over difficult times.
Faithful-and just in.211.his relationships,- Dr.- Joel Reuben Hit%- has
been a-blessing through the years. We.who-knew.him-best, give-thanks
to-~0od for-~his-life-end-are-inspired to nobler living by his wonder-
ful example . **x*x%% MAf Truly he ha$ lived and served grandly”.

Prom & newspaper article written by Dr. M.P.TL. Berry in 1654: " One
cannot even attempt to reach the true worth of g men who hes so,dedicat—&;
nis life S0 the Detterment of mankind, one who LAFSUEA/YYE/IEELE
throughout his entire life has given of his physical strength and devo-
tion to every good cause, to the upbuilding of Clinton, and to e 1in-
spiration of youth coming under his influence. Briefly stated, his 1s &
1ife well lived".
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. KR binag mary ASTA [itbin.
Children Of Joel Reuben Hitt And Elizabeth Marzania Robertson %f

Thomas Stanfield (Dick ) Hitt7 was born at Goss, Marion Count 13 g -
Deg%_l, 1905. Married Floyd”Sigrest , daugnter éf Mr. ang ErSY’J§;§2£ -
F{#'Sigrést of Jackson, Miss. in Jackson on Dec. 25, 1930, Floyd Sigrest
Hitt was born Nov. 28, 1907. Dick made a career of coaching, having
coached at Miss. College, Miss. State University, University of Wyoming,
University of Arkansas and University of Tenn. In 1961 he left the U.
of Tenn. and came home to Mmanage the Miss. Memorial Stadium at Jack-
son. Their present sddress is 1621 HMeadowbrook Road, Jackson, Miss.
39211. Dick and Floyd have three children:

A. Mary Katherine Hitt8 was born Mzy 10, 1936 at Jackson, Miss.Married
Marion York in Ark. én 1955 and had one son:
1. John Richard York% born May 29, 1957 in Dayton, Ohio.
Married 2nd Charles Stit} and had two children:
1. Katheryn Teresa Stift?, born Aug. 17, 1966 in Jackson, Miss.
2. David Michael Stitt¥ , born Sept.10, 1967 in Jackson, Miss.
Present Address: 565 Kirkley Drive, Jackson, Miss.39206.

B. Thomes Richard Hitt®, born Jan.31,1938 at Jackson, Miss. Merried
in Knoxville, Tenn. Shirley Marie Pickle . Tom has a car-rental
business in Jackson. 5e and Shirley have three children:
1.Richard Andrew HittZ, born Nev.23,1060 in Knoxville, Tenn,
2.Clinton Thomas Hitt~”, bora Cci.14,1668 in Knoxville, Tenn.
3.Mzrie Robin Hitt~, born Dec. 22,1964 in Jackson, Miss.

Present address: P.0.Box 62, Madison, Miss.3911l0.

e =T
C. James Franklin Hitte, torn Mszrch 19, 1946 in Sterkville, Miss.

Married in Jackson, Miss. on March 8, 1970 Mary Margaret Mackey,
daughter of Mr. and Krs. George Robert Maclkey of Jackson, Miss.
James is a Landscape Engineer. Their present address is 3993 High-
way 51 S, Memphis, Tenn.38ll6.

Lucile Wilmoth Hitt7 was born at Goss , Marion County, Miss. July 21,
1908. Married Jack Hollingsworth, born Jan.l, 1906, son of Joseph
Andrew Hollingsworth of Hollan&ale, Washington County, Miss. and his
wife Ella Sawyer Barefield Hollingsworth. Joseph Andrew Hollingsworth
was born in Als. Nov.29, 1847 and died 1941. Ella died Oc%.19,1¢08.
Jack Hollingsworth is a heavy equipment salesmen. Present zddress is

715 Dunton Road, Clinton, Miss. 39056. Two sons:

A. Joel Hitt Hollingsworth? born May 19, 1936 in Jackson, Miss. Joel
ig unmarried and selfemployed. Present address : 200 Debuys Road,
Apt. 113 , Miss. City Station, Gulfport, Miss. 39501.

B. Jack Hollingsworth, Jr.® , born May 31, 1939 at Jackson, ¥iss.
Married Aug. 20, 1965 a% Prentiss, Miss. Sendrz Polk, born
Aug. T, 1944, dsughter of Spurgeon Moody Polk and Billie May
Parish Polk of Prentiss. Jack is a pilot for Delta Air Lines.
Address is P. O. Box 98, Prentisg, Miss.39474. Children:
1. Jack (Trey) Hollingsworth III; born Oct. 7, 1966 at Coving-
ton, La.
2. Michelle Leigh Hollingsworthg, born Sept. 5, 1968 at COjing- .
ton, La. : Q ‘ . ) esbirq,Mis
5. &/31'\@ LT o lagSswerTh bcrz\/,%d\—‘)’(.h):"r')l‘?yl Zi’m;'esﬁw "
F Tohw Arsrew HollivgswemnZoory MATEN 13,19 7 ! %
Bruce Owen Hitt! was born Sept. 8, 1910 at Goss, Miss. in HMarlon
County. Married Dorothy Mexwell April 9, 1934 , daughteér of Willils
Touis Maxwell and Floy Garrett Maxwell of Camden, Miss. ( After Dot's
father died her mother merried Dewitt Talmadge Langford of Lena, Miss.
where Dot was reared). Dot was born Kov. 6, 1910 . Bruce has D q%fgg
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the last four years has also been a gentleman-farmer at the olg Lang- o

ford home place in Lena, Miss. Address: Lena, Miss.39094. Bruce znj 3
Dot have three children: -

A. Serdra Floy Hitt® , born July 3, 1940 at Monroe, La. Married Otto
James Zoller,Jr. of Biloxi, Miss. on June 10, 1961 in Greenville
Miss. and had one song ’

1. Todd Dewitt Zoller; born April 13,3864 at :
Sandra merried 2nd. Richard Mascagni March 12, 1969 . Present add=
Tess is 1236 st. Joseph Street, Greenville, Miss. 38701.

B. Chere Norene HittS y born Oct. 17, 1947 at Greenville, Miss, Mar-
ried Michael Roger Rosella of Greenville, Miss. and has two chile-
dren. Present address is 559 Joan Circle, Greenville, Miss.38701.
%. Michelle Elizabeth Rosella”, born Feb. 15, 1967 at Greenville,
liss. ‘
2. Michael Roger Rosella, Jr? y born July 21, 1969 at Greenvilie,
liiss.

C. Williem Bruce Hitt® , born Sept. 21, 1950 , at Greenville, Miss.
Killed in a car wreck June 22, 1968, Bruce is buried in Green-
lawn Memorial Gardens at Greenville, Miss.

IV, PFlora May Eitt! was born Nov. 5, 1912 at Buford, Marion County, Miss.
Married James D. Tzylor Dec. 25, 1932 in Clinton, Hiss. James , born
Sept. 9, 1908 was the son of John Webd Tayler, born May 26, 187i-znd
hisiwife Lulz Mertin Taylor, born April 10, 1871, of Florence, Miss.
James is in the lumber business . Their present azddress is P. 0. Box
564, Pensacola, Florida 32502. James and Plorz hzve three girls:

A. Patricia Lucille Ta.ylor8 yrhorn Feb. 26, 1935 at Greenville,
Miss. Married March 20, 19 in Tallzhassee, FPla. to HMaurice
Clark Whitfield, born Aug. 1, 1930. Whit is employed by Stuart-
Irby in Jackson, Miss. Their present address is 145 Pecan Hill
Drive, Clinton, Miss.39856. Pat eand Whit have three ghildren:
1.James Clark Whitfield”, born May 15, 1957 in Biu@¥A3SS& 1.,
2. John Dudley Whitfielg; born March 11,1969 in Birmingham,Ala.
.3.Susan%£%%§%,Whitfield, born QOct.1l4, 1965 in Greenville, Miss.

B. Sarah Rebecca Taylor8 s born Jan. 13, 1938 at Plorence, Miss.
Married in Tallanassee, Fla. Charles H. Nye May 30, 1959 .
Charles is a Pinkerton Man. Their present address is 5042
Sauoie Court, New Orleans , La. 70129. Charley and Rebecca
have two children:

l. Charles Taylor Nye9 s born Dec. 18, 1959 in Birmingham,Ala.
2. Brenda Michelile Nye?, born Sept. 6, 1962 in Birmingham,Ala.

C. James Elizabeth Taylors, born Nov.3, 1942 in Florence, Miss.
liarried Sept. 5, 1964 in Pensacola, Fla. to Kurt Everitt
Bonifay. Kurt is in the lumber business in Pensacola. Address
is 709 E. Olive Road, Pensacola, Florida 32504. Kurt and Liz
have two children: .

1. Kurt Everitt (Rhett) Bonifayg%:born Nov. 13, 1967 in Pensa-
cola, Fla.
2. Sarah Elizabeth Bonifayg, born Nov. 3, 1969 in Pensacola,Fla.

James Hughes Hitt¥ was born Dec. 30, 1914 at Goss, Marion Countsziss.
Married Virginia Rogers April 25, 1936. No children.’ James was killed
ln the Battle of The Roer while serving with the 102 Division in Ger-
many, World War II. He was buried in Holland anq at_the end of the war,
his body was returned to Clinton, Miss. and buried in the Clinton Ceme-
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Children of Joel Reuben Hitt and Elizabeth Marganiaz Robertson, contd.

Joel Reuben Hitt, Jr.% was born Dec. 30, 1916 in Clinton, Miss. Marr-
ied Evelyn Eddleman Dec. 19, 1936 in Clinton, Miss. Evelyn born Feb.5,
191%, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Eddlemzn. Joel has been az special
agent with the F.B.I. since 1942. Their present address is 3867

Cameldiz Drive, Mobile, Alabama 36608. Joel and Evelyn hzve two sons:

A. Joel Reuben Hitt IIIQ, born Jan.30,1942 in Jackson, Miss. Joel
married Aug. 14 in Mobile,Als. in the year 196 Sara Nell Calloway,
daughter of Dr, and Mrs. Tucker N. Calloway. No children. Address
1111 Clairmont Rozad. Apg.P-l, Decatur, Ga. 30033.

B.%ichard,l,eof.\(nick) Hitt?, born June 19, 1950 at Washington, D.C.

ick 1s z student at Florida State University.

Garolyn Elizabeth Hitt% was born April 12, 1919 at Clinton, Miss.
Married William Rayford Priester, Jr. Dec. 26, 1635. Billy is a Lamar
Life Insurance salesman and also owns his own agency. Their address
is 109 Washington, Natchez, Miss. 39120. Children: ’

A. Margaret Janice Priester® s, born Oct. 17, 1937 =t Ferridey, La.
Mzrried Paul Henry Byrne, Jr. at Natchez, Miss. Aug. 17, 1963.
Pzaul is a geologist. Their address 1is.203 Dana Road, Naichez,
Miss. 39120. Two zdopted children:

1. Robert Priester Byrne9, born April 25, 1968.
2. Susannzh Scotv Byrne”, born Ccv. 27, 1970.

William Rayford ( Bill) Priester III8 y born Sept. 20, 1940 =%
Ferriday, La. Married Jean Marie Hicks at Natchez Dec.2%, 196/ -

Bill is a dentist. ]
Bill and Jean and their two children live at 7536 Bentley Drive,

Indianapolis, Ind. 46224.

LA /HLLLLAR Bt AR g0 B G481 4
1. Shzn Msrie Priester”’, born Sept .28, 1962

2. William Bradford Priesterg, born Dec. 23, 1963

C. Robert Ishmzel ( Bob) Priesters, born Nov. 23, 1947 =t Natchez,
Mise. Bob died August 31, 1965 on the football field at Ole Miss
where he was just beginning his sophomore year. He is buried at

Natchez, Miss.
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